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July 18, 1991
MEMORANDUM:

TO:

Mayor Rudin and Members of the City Council

SUBJECT: PRESENTATION MATERIALS OF SIX MEADOWVIEW AREA
ORGANIZATIONS

This is a follow-up to last night's Redistricting meeting held at
John Still School.
Attached is a copy of the materials presented by the
representatives of the six organizations at the meeting. As
requested, staff is providing this material to you for your review
and consideration.

DAVID R. MARTINEZ

Deputy City Manage
c:

Walter J. Slipe
Staff Redistricting Task Force

THE_MEADOWVIEW DECLARATION
FOR
REDISTRICTING EQUITY AND POLITICAL JUSTICE
As residents of the Meadowview Community, we are deeply
concerned about the future of our community. Over the past ten
years, we have witnessed a slow but steady deterioration in the
quality of life and standard of living of our friends, neighbors
and businesses. While other parts of our City display dynamic
economic growth and vitality, many areas within Meadowview show
ominous signs of physical blight.
This process has been slowed, primarily because the residents
of Meadowview have organized to address the immediate problems we
confront on a day-to-day basis. Some of our efforts have been
successful, others have not. Some have been popular, some have
• not. Few have received the support of the elected representatives
on the City Council, many have not.
Though we are a diverse community and we each have different
talents and styles of leadership, and while we may disagree from
•

.;

ime to time, there are matters of overriding significance to the
community as a whole on which we are capable- of uniting.
One such issue is redistricting.
That is why we are united in our desire to have the integrity
of the Meadowview community maintained in its entirety for purposes
of redistricting. We do so because we recognize the connection
between redistricting and the electoral process and the absolute
importance of maintaining the greater Meadowview community's voting

1

strength. We believe ,the integrity of-Meadowview as a community
should be maintained for the following reasons:

1.

THE RESULTS OF REDISTRICTING WILL IMPACT THE
REPRESENTATION ON THE CITY COUNCIL OUR COMMUNITY RECEIVES
THROUGH THE YEAR 2001.

If politics is defined as the struggle for power to allocate
all or a portion of society's resources, then redistricting
establishes the terrain of participation in the electoral arena.
We recognize that redistricting has the potential to decisively
influence ultimate victory in electoral politics by grouping
together or dividing like-minded voters and constituencies. The
process of redrawing local district boundaries to reflect changes
in the population can have major implications for representation
on the City Council. The outcome of this process may hold the key
to the representation of an African-American on the City Council
during this decade. In our experience where there is gender and
,

racial diversity on decision-making boards, councils, commissions
and committees, the issues are more fully explored and the quality
of decisions is enhanced. More importantly, access to information
and the resources to effect change are at stake.

2.

THE FATE OF,CITY-PROVI DE D SERVICES LIKE PAM: MAINTENANCE,
REMOVAL OF ABANDONED CARS, POLICE AND FIRE PROTECTION FOR
THE NEXT TEN YEARS WILL BE INFLUENCED BY THE COUNCIL'S
2

Grantland Johnson.- The gerrymander of Meadowview_has had long term
implications for the political empowerment of the African-American
community and other people of color. While we do not seek a
majority "Black" district, we desire a district that is competitive
and the presence of an electoral base that is sensitive to the
needs, aspirations and desires of historically disenfranchised
people.

4. WE SEEK JUSTICE. WE ARE A "COMMUNITY OF INTEREST" WITH
THE LARGEST CONCENTRATION OF AFRICAN-AMERICANS IN THE
CITY. MEADOWVIEW DESERVES TO BE REUNITED WITHIN ONE
POLITICAL UNIT IN ORDER TO EMPOWER THE RESIDENTS TO
INSURE ACCOUNTABLE REPRESENTATION.

The_ Meadowview community is a "community of interest." We are
bound together by more than our share of problems. We are bound
together by a commitment to solve these problems. We have the
potential to effectively deal with them. Through direct action and
citizen participation, we have already demonstrated an ability to
deal- with some of our problems. We need forward thinking,
sensitive leadership that is prepared to work with us. We want
nothing more than the Constitutional guarantee of the one person,
one vote standard and the accountable representation that a united
Meadowview can help insure.

5. MEADOWVIEW CONTAINS THE LARGEST PARCELS OF UNDEVELOPED
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LAND REMAINING IN SOUTH SACRAMENTO.

Effective City Council representation will link development
of these parcels to redevelopment of older neighborhoods and
attract new commercial development. If development of this area
is linked to job creation, home ownership and business development
for Meadowview residents, the economic basis can be created to
combat the drug trade, gangs and blight. A united Meadowview can
make the case better than a divided area, split between two
Councilmembers who may have other interests in their districts to
protect and serve.
In conclusion, we seek the opportunity to empower our
neighborhoods and community in order to build a future of hope,
prosperity and j tice.
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