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Honorable Members in Session:
SUBJECT: Appeal of City Planning Commission decision to grant a twelve month
extension of a Special Permit for operation of a residential group
care facility - The Aquarian Effort (P83-052)
LOCATION: 1550 Juliesse Avenue
SUMMARY
The request is to extend a Special Permit granted on May 24, 1983, by the City
Council for operation of a group care facility in the heavy industrial (M-2)
zone. The Planning Commission considered the request and approved a 12 month
extension subject to conditions. The Commission's decision to approve the
extension has been appealed to the City Council.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The subject request was evaluated by Planning staff and a recommendation for
approval was made based on the following 'findings:
1.

The Aquarian Effort facility has complied with the conditions of the
original Special Permit;

2.

The City Police Department indicated there has not been an increase in
crime or disturbances in the adjacent neighborhood;

3.

The site has adequate parking and on the numerous occasions that Planning
staff visited the site in the last 18 months, auto use was observed to be
low. No loitering of clients in the immediate area was observed.

4.

Additional conditions can be required to address some of the comments made
by residents of the. adjacent area.

The Planning Commission considered the request and after hearing public
testimony on the matter, voted to approve the extension of the Special Permit
subject to the following conditions:
J. The Special Permit granted hereunder shall be for a period of one year
(12 months) at which time such permit shall expire automatically unless
extended by the Planning Commission thereto on such conditions as the
-Commission may deem necessary to protect the public health, safety and
welfare;
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2. A Community Advisory Committee, composed of Aquarian Effort staff and
'neighborhood residents, shall be created_ The committee shall meet a
minimum of once every three months. A list of committee members, including
phone numbers, and a copy of minutes from each meeting shall be provided to
Planning staff;
A recreation program for oh-site outdoor activities shall be developed for
the facility. The applicant shall submit a letter to the Planning
Commission outlining the program within 60 days of Special Permit approval;
4.

A maximum of 38 clients shall be permitted at one time;

5.

If a change in management at the facility should occur, the Aquarian Effort
shall hold meetings with Planning staff, the district council person and
community residents within 30 days to inform all parties of the change;

8.

The applicant shall comply with all requirements of the City Fire
Department, City Building Division and State Department of Social Services;

7. If residents of the facility request to permanently leave the program,
transportation shall be provided to transport person(s) to the place of
origin.
VOTE OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION
On February 28, 1985, the Commission voted nine ayes, to approve extension of
the ' Special Permit.
RECOMMENDATION
The Planning . Commission and staff recommends the City Council deny the appeal
based on the Findings of Fact attached to this report.
Res ectfuliy submitted,

Marty Van Duyn
Planning Director
FOR CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION
WALTER J. SLIPE
CITY MANAGER
AG:pkb
attachments
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City Planning Commission
Sacramento, California
Members in Session:
Subject: Extension of Special Permit to continue the operation of a residential group
care facility - The Aquarian Effort (P83-052)
Location: 1550 Juliesse Avenue
SUMMARY: On November 29, 1984 the Planning Commission considered a request to extend
the 18-month term special permit of the residential care facility known as the
Aquarian Effort. (See attached staff report.) At this hearing several neighborhood
residents testified that they had been bothered by residents of the facility and that
disturbing incidents at the site and in the neighborhood were not accurately recorded.
The Planning Commission voted to continue the public hearing to a later date so that
Aquarian Effort officials could hold community meetings with the residents in order to
'attempt to resolve their concerns.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Aquarian Effort staff held three public meetings with
community residents since the November 29, 1984 Planning Commission meeting. The
first meeting on December 4, 1984 was with citizens who attended the November 29th
Commission meeting. At the second meeting on January 3, 1985 neighborhood residents,
representatives of the Police and Planning Departments and Councilman Grant I and
Johnson attended. A third neighborhood meeting with approximately 15 to 20 residents
in attendance was held on January 17th. Aquarian Effort staff believes that they
could work with the majority of community residents in resolving any problems the
facility creates. They are aware, however, that some residents are opposed to the
facility being in the community and prefer that their special permit not be extended.
In an attempt to resolve their differences with the community, the Aquarian Effort is
willing to hold bi-monthly community meetings with concerned residents. They have no
objections to a special permit extension for one year time period after which they
would be required to reapply for a new permit. The Aquarian Effort also intends to
hold an "open house" on Tuesday, February 26th at 6:30 P.M. which will be open to all
Interested citizens.
Planning staff attended the community meeting on January 3rd. and a community meeting
organized by Councilman Grantland Johnson on February 13th (20 people in attendance).
At these meetings community residents indicated that, besides the previously reported
disturbance incidents, the Aquarian Effort has caused the following problems: An
increase in traffic on Del Paso Boulevard between Palo Verde Avenue and Marysville
Boulevard; associates of people in Aquarian Effort programs park on the street and
talking to the patients; an increase in litter in the neighborhood; many more
ambulance calls than noted: and a disturbance where a truck crashed through the
facility's gate (Aquarian Effort officials reported this incident to police; an
individual they did not know attempted to steal food from a storage shed).
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-2It was also noted that the Aquarian Effort did not appear to have adequate on-site
outdoor tech.eationat iaciZititis. Many residents stated that they were afraid to go to
the community park or walk alone because of unfamiliar people that they saw in the
neighborhood. They could not be certain, however, that these people were enrolled in
the Aquarian Effort programs.
Two community residents who attended the February. 13th meeting stated that they did
not feel the facility created problems in the neighborhood and did not object to the
facility remaining at the Juliesse location.
In conclusion, as previously noted, since moving their operations to the Juliesse
Avenue site, the Aquariqam Effort has complied with all the Conditions required
under the original special permit approval. The Police Department has indicated to
staff that there has not been an increase in crime or disturbances in the adjacent
neighborhood as a result of the Aquarian Effort. While area residents cite
undesirable activities occurring in their neighborhoods, the majority of these
Incidents cannot be related to the operation of the Aquarian Effort_ The facility
has adequate parking on-site for visitors and guests. The facility also complies
with the City's "Locational Criteria for Establishing Care Facilities."
It is apparent, however, that relations between the community and the neighborhood
need to be improved. Staff recommends that a community advisory committee be set
up to attempt to resolve the community's concerns. This committee should meet a
minimum of four times within the coming year after which the term of special permit
shall expire. At this time the applicant will again be required to reapply for a
special permit for the facility.
Staff recommends approval of the special permit extension,
subject to the following conditions and based upon Findings of Fact in the original
attached staff report.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Conditions
I. The special permit granted hereunder shall be for a period of one year (12
months) at which time such permit shall expire automatically unless
extended by the Planning Commission thereto on such conditions as the
Commission may deem necessary to protect the public health, safety and

welfare.

2.

A Community Advisory Committee, composed of Aquarian Effort staff and
neighborhood residents, shall be created. The committee shall meet a
minimum of once every three months. A listof committee members, including
phone numbers, and a copy of minutes from each meeting shall be provided
to Planning staff.

3.

A recreation program for on-site outdoor activities shall be developed for
the facility. The applicant shall submit a letter to the Planning
Commission outlining the program within 60 days of special permit
approval.

4.

A maximum of 38 clients shall be permitted at one time.
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5. 76 a change in management at the 6acitity 4hou2d occuit, the Aqua/Liam EA6okt
4haa hatd meetingis with neanning sta66, the datAict councapeuon and
Community /teisident6 within 30 dayis to in6o4m att paktie4 o6 the change_
6.

The, applicant shall comply with all requirements of the City Fire
Department, City Building Division and State Department of Social
Services.

7.

If residents of the facility request to permanently leave the program,
transportation shall be provided to transport person(s) to the place of
origin.

Respectfully submitted,

Wilfred Weitmam
Senior Planner

JP:bw

P83-052

February 28. 1985

Item No. 1

P/M NO.
MISCELLANEOUS
32. Clarification of Special Permit condition
for Rancho Natomas PUD. N side of San Juan
Road 600-0 W of Northgate Boulevard (Dl)
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RECEIVED

NOVEMBER ,1983

- The first few days that the Aquarian Effort moved into the facilities at
1550 Juliesse Avenue clients were sitting around out side the front door.
- November 18, 1983, Fire trucks and an Ambulance came in on a silent run.
BECEMBER 1983

- December 18, 1983, A man arrived and parked on Juliesse Avenue and
proceeded to walk to the Aquarian Effort with papers in ' his hand and
causing a disturbance with a client. Police arrived.
- December 31, 1983, Fire trucks and an Ambulance came in on a silent run.
JANUARY 1984

-January 4, 1984, Fire trucks and Ambulance arrived. PM
FEBRUARY 1984

-February

le,

1984, Police arrived at 1550 Juliesse Avenue.

MARCH 1984

- March 10, 1984, A.M. A man wearing shorts and a tank top went into a
neighbors yard and pulled up flowers and stuck them into his shorts. He
then proceeded to dance in the street, it looked as if he was worshipping
something, he was dancing for over 15 to 20 minutes out in the middle- of
Juliesse Avenue. He then set down in the middle of the street stopping a
car that was coming: down the street. He then stood up and motioned the car
to go around him waving his flowers at the car. He had a ' bottle of
something that he began to pour over his head. The neighbor . then tried to
call the Aquarian Effort using the only number that was in the phone book,
but after about four numbers of referrals given to her she was then able to
talk to a man named Tim who answered the phone by only saying HELLO. He was
ask if this was the Aquarian Effort at 1550 Juliesse Avenue. . He said yes,
she then ask him if the man who was dancing out in the street was one of
his clients. He then said that he did not know. The resident then saw a
man comming out of the Aquarian Effort looking for the man who then had
run behind 1550 luliesse Avenue. The neighbors told the man that the other
man had run to the back of 1550 Juliesse. A van arrived and drove into the
back of the facility. surrounding the man. They took him inside, and after

about an hour he came back out the door by himself wearing . sweat pants
under his shorts and a sweat top under his tank top and a sleeping bag in
hand dancing back down the street.
He stopped at neighbors yard and shook
the bushes and barked at the dog. The neighbor then called Tim back and
ask why he had turned him loose. He advised the resident that he cpuld not
hold him and that he had been sleeping in the field across from 1550
Juliesse for three days. and he had been discharged from the Aquarian
Effort and he could not do anything about him. At that point the police

were called by the resident. The arriving officer M.M. Morse, Badge 0187,
arrived in neighborhood. He was told about what had happened and he stated
he did not see a man of that description an Del Paso Blvd- At that point
the resident told the officer that she had seen the van leave 1550 Jultesse
and go south an Del Paso Blvd.. and probably picked him up. - She ask the
officer to go to the A.E. and'confirm her. suspicion. The officer then went
to A.E. and talked to Tim Paulsen and found out that they had picked up the
man named Dan and drove him down to Broadway and turned him loose. The
officer advised Tim Paulsen to talk to the resident and explain what had
happened- Tim Paulsen visited. ,the residents home and told her that there
were 25 clients at that time in the Aquarian Effort Facility and he was the
only counselor on staff on duty. He stayed for at least one hour. Leaving
Before the officer left he
the facility with 25 clients unsupervised.
advised the children of the neighborhood to stay away from the Aquarian
Effort that the people there were wierd and not to be trusted. These
children were out playing in the field that this man had been sleeping in
for three days prior to this incidence and during this incidence.
-March 12, 1984, The dog that was staying at the facility at 1550 Juliesse
was out as usual and had apparently strayed away from the site as it did
each day. But this day the Assistant Executive Director, Pauline Stone
took several clients in her truck to look -for her dog causing quite a
commotion in the neighborhood looking for her dog.
APRIL, 4984
-April 2, 1984, two young girls came from the facility at 1550 JuIiesse and
walked to the corner of Juliesse and Del Paso Blvd. They stopped and picked
up several parcels from the bushes at a neighbors yard. They waited for a
while and a pick up truck came and they threw their things into the back
and they left in the truck.
-April 18, 1984, Fire trucks and Ambulance arrived and took someone away.
APRIL

MAY

-In these months clients would come out of the facility and crawl around in
the dry weeds in the alley and vacant lot and building beside the property
adjacent to neighbors yard. This would go on every day. This also caused
the neighbors dogs to bark constantly causing the resident observe this
One evening the resident went out to the fence line to see why
ritual.
they were doing this, when she was seen unexpectedly the man jumped up and
thru
He appeared to be picking
ran to the front door of 1550 Juliesse.
the weeds for something, and putting whatever into plastic bags.
JUNE 1984
-During late evenings a man was observed parking his car along the
He would then walk approximately 200 feet to the front
neighbors fence.
This was around
door of 1550 juliesse and wait for someone to lei him in.
in the evening.
900 P.M.
for several weeks.

He would stay for several hours. This went on
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-An ice cream truck was observed arriving at the Aquarian Effort on
Juliesse almost every evening and parking in front of the side gates.
She
would then proceed to entertain clients around the truck.
She did not
apear to be selling ice cream.
This would happen after 5:00 p.m. every
day. tentertain - clients fondling her)
-one summer 'evening several people from the Aqurian Effort carried horse
shoe stakes and hammers across to the alley way behind neighbors yard and
pounded the stakes into the ground. They then proceededto play a game of
horse shoes making so much noice and being a nuisance by gawking over the
fence and annoying the dogs.
OTHER
- Every time something would hit the news about the money and padding of the
funds at the Aquarian Effort everything would be very quiet.
- The neighbors stopped recording incidents at the A.E. thinking that the
county would cut off their funds.
- During . the summer and early tall months people would leave the Aquarian
Effort and walk to Bill's Liquor Store on the corner of Del Paso and
Marysville returning drinking beer. They would leave their empty cans
along the fence of neighboring houses. The resident finally got mad and
took the empty beer cans and placed them in the driveway of 1550 Juliesse,
being observed by clients outside of the building ' and return to her
residence.
- During the summer and fall clients of Aquarian Effort were observed
walking from the facility to the corner of Juliesse and Del Paso Blvd.
Drug deals appeared to be made by the residents on several occasions
-During the fall we noticed a sign posted on the front door directing
clients to the side of the building and we noticed that the front doors
at that time must have finally been locked and were not being used.
- When. the residents attended ILE Citv Planning Meeting in November 19$4.
protest the extension
the temporary permit then and only then did ve
find out that the executive staff was
all new ! We had never received phone
numbers or been informed2 1. . any chanqes that LIAA taker
l place in the
previous ponths.
The newspaper stated that Dan Bergen had left for Hawaii
to pen a scuba divins shop,
But we were unaware that Pauline Stone had
tgen fired.
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City Planning Commission
Sacramento, California
Members in Session:
•

Subject:

Extension of Special Permit to continue the operation of a
residential group care facility - Aquarian Effort (P83-052)

Location: 1550 Juliesse Avenue
Summary: On May 24, 1983 the Sacramento City Council approved a special
permit request to operate a residential group care facility for 38 people,
known as the Aquarian Effort. A condition of approval was that the permit
would be granted for a period of 18 months, after which it would be necessary
for the facility to apply for an extension. This 18 month period has ended
and the Aquarian Effort is now requesting that their special permit be
extended in order to continue operation of the group care facility.
Background Information: On March , 31, 1983 the Commission approved the special
permit to operate a group care ' facility. Residents of the neighborhood
subsequently appealed the Commission's action to the City Council. On April
24, 1983 the Council denied the appeal and therefore approved the special
permit subject to conditions (see attached staff reports).
The Aquarian Effort operates two residential drug treatment programs at the
Juliesse Avenue facility. The opiate detoxification unit provides
detoxification treatment to individuals for a seven to nine day period in a
closed ward atmosphere. No more than eight persons at any given time are
enrolled in this program. The residential drug free treatment is the second
program operated out of this facility. Persons are enrolled in this program
for a period of 12 to 18 months, with no more than 30 persons in the program
at any given time. Both programs are staffed seven days a week, 24 hours a
day.
The Aquarian Effort opened its Juliesse Avenue facility in November of- 1983.
Since that .time, the detoxification program has served 471 clients as of
and the drug free program has served 150 clients as of
September 30, 1984
.
October 15, 1984. During this time the facility has recorded four ambulance
calls, four police calls and one neighborhood incident (Exhibit 1). Planning
staff responded to a letter inquiring about several of these incidents after
they occurred in Spring of this year.
As required by the conditions of the approved special permit, the applicant
, sent a notice to property owners within 1.000 feet of the facility describing
the services provided at the site and including a 24 hour phone number
(Exhibit 2). The facility also held a community open house On April 3. 1984
as per the required condition. However. besides Planning staff, only one
neighborhood resident attended. (Exhibit 3).
Residents of the adjacent neighborhood indicated concerns at the original
special permit hearing that the facility would create additional traffic
problems, and endanger children and senior citizens in the neighborhood. Staff
P83-052

November 29, 1984
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Item a2"/

- 2 has inspected the neighborhood adjacent to the facility several times during
the past year and has not found any increase in vehicular traffic or any
evidence of program participants loitering in the area. There is adequate
parking on the subject site and the main entrance to the facility is in the
the rear, with the sides and the front of the building "off-limits" to program
participants.
Planning staff contacted representatives of the County Health Department and
the City Police Department regarding reported incidents of disturbances or
crime as . a result of the Aquarian Effort's relocation to the subject site. No
incidents have been reported to the County's Alcohol and Drug Programs
Division in regard to the Aquarian Effort. The Police Department has found no
increase or decrease in crime in the area since the Aquarian Effort moved
their operations to the subject site.
Staff Recommendation: Since moving their operations to the Juliesse Avenue
site in November of 1983, the Aquarian Effort has complied with all the
conditions required under the original special permit approval. The location
of the facility at the subject site does not appear to have caused
a significant increase in incidents of disturbances or crime in the adjacent
neighborhood. Adequate parking for clients and visitors to the facility is
provided on the subject site. The location of the facility on the site also
complies with the "Locational Criteria for Establishing Care Facilities".
Staff, therefore, recommends approval of the special permit extension, subject
to the following conditions and based upon findings of fact in the original
attached staff report:
Conditions
I.

A maximum of 38 clients shall be permitted at one time.

2.

The applicant shall comply with all requirements of the City
Fire Department, City Building Division and State Department
of Social Services.

3.

If residents of the facility request to leave the program,
transportation shall be provided to transport person(s) to
place of origin.

Respectfully submitted,

014:40040(TAIL---N
Wilfred Weitman,
Senior Planner
WW:sg

P83-052

November 29, 1984

/ 2--

Item—aai

E.^1,1131 1
INCIDENTS AT 1550 Juliesse
Ambulance Calls
3113/8 4

Client transported to UMC with heart palpitations

4/18/84

Client transported to UMC with heart palpitations

6/25/84

Client transported to UMC with stomach pain

10/7/84

Client transported to UMC to give birth

Police Calls
12/18/83

Police called to remove husband trying to visit wife - no charges

2/18/84

Police called to remove resident refusing to leave program resolved without charges

6/3/84
7/7/84

Police called to remove former client who broke window in attempt
• to assault wife - transported to police station
Police called to investigate suspicious person with vehicle on
property - no charges

NEIGHBORHOOD INCIDENTS
3/10/84

Client discharged from Alternative House 3/7/84, returned to
building in an attempt to be readmitted. Client stopped at
2984 Del Paso Blvd. and barked at residents dog. Resident called
police and former client was removed. Alternative House counselor
spoke with resident in attempt to open communications if there were
any further incidents.

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE AQUARIAN EFFORT OCTOBER 22, 1984
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IAN EFFORT

1330 P Street, Sacramento, California 95814 • (916) 444-6297
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 162397
Sacramento. California 95816

EXHIBIT . 2 ILI

Dear Neighbor:

The Aquarian Effort, Inc. has been granted a "Special Use Permit" to
operate two Residential Drug Treatment Services in this area. These
services are to be located at 1550 Juliesse Avenue. You may be familiar
with this location as it was formerly the County Welfare Office,
The two programs we intend to operate out of this location are as follows:
A. Opiate Detoxification Unit: Provides over a period of seven to
nine days, detoxification treatment to persons addicted to opiates.
This is a closed and confined ward and treats no more than eight
persons at any given time.
B.. Residential Drug Free: Provides, over a period of twelve to eighteen
• months, residential drug free treatment to no more than thirty persons
at any given time.
These two programs are oriented toward providing medical and counseling treatment.
Both programs are staffed seven days a week and twenty-four hours per day.
The Aquarian Effort has been asked to notify all of the residents who live within
a one thousand foot (1,000 ft.) radius of our facility that we will be starting
operations by late September, 1983.
In addition, we have been asked to provide you with the telephone number and
names of staff persons who will be happy to respond to and log any questions,
concern, or complaints you might have regarding our operations.
The staff contact persons are:
Ms. Pauline Stone or counselor on duty
24 hours/7 days a week
1-916- 921-6598
Mr. Daniel Bergin
Executive Director, The Aquarian Effort, Inc.
1-916-444-6297 Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00

p.m.

If you are renting or leasing your property I would appreciate it if you would
pass this notice on to your tenants so that they will be aware of this information.

A realistic approach
to Community Service

PREVENTION
Drug Awareness
Speakers Bureau
Educational Teams
Institutional Liaison
Community Organization
Mature Citizen's
• / 56

TREATMENT
Crisis Lines
Intake Center
Legal Assistance
Medical Clinic
Aftercare
Evaluation .

REHABILITATION
Counseling
Heroin Detoxification
Residential Program
Career Development
Women's Services

We are planning an Open House in the near future and would.welcome you to call
or stop by so that we can meet and answer any questions you might have.

• Sincerely,

Daniel Bergin
Executive Director
The Aquarian Effort, Inc.

DB/seh
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The Aquarian F.ffort Alternative 9ouse welcomes
and cordially . i.nvites friends and neizhbors to
their third open house event at their new
facility, 1550 Juliesse Avenue. The event
will te

on Apr il 3, 1984, from

6 p.m. to

10 p.m. Don't miss this opportunity to
exchange idean, ask questions, meet new people,
and to receive information on the progress and
operation of one of Sacramento's most viable
social service programs for chemical users/atusers.

L'.1: CITY 41.
Appeal of Ellen Schmitz vs. City of Sacramento
Planning Commission's approval of a Special Permit )
to establish a residential care facility for the
Aquarian Effort on property located at 1550 Juliesse)
Avenue (P83-052)

NOTICE OF DECISION
AND
FINDINGS OF FACT

At its regular meeting of May 3,.1983 the City Council heard and considered
evidence in the above entitled matter. Based on the oral and documentary
evidence at such hearing, the Council denied the appeal and approved the project
subject to conditions and based on the following findings of fact:
Conditions
1.

The special permit granted hereunder shall be for a period of eighteen
(18) months, at which time such permit shall expire automatically and
be of no further effect unless extended by the Planning Commission
prior thereto on such conditions as the Commission may deem necessary
to protect the public health, safety and welfare.

2.

The applicant shall deliver a notice to all property owners within a
radius of 1,000 feet giving a description of services provided, as well
as a staff person's name and 24 hour phone number for neighbors to call
for any complaints or problems.

3.

The applicant shall hold a community open house at the detox center
within six months of the operation for neighborhood input and information. This shall also include representatives from the North Sacramento
School District.

4.

A maximum of 38 clients shall be permitted at one time.

5.

The applicant shall comply with all requirements of the City Fire
Department, City Building Division and State Department of Social
Services.

6.

If residents of the facility request to leave the program, transportation
shall be provided to transport persons(s) to place of origin.

Findings:
1. The project is based on sound principles of land use in that:
a)
b)
c)
d)

adequate on-site parking is provided;
a large portion of the outdoor area is fenced to provide an
isolated and secured outdoor area;
the project removes one such facility from the Central City;
the project is located in a commercial industrial area.

2. The project will not be injurious to surrounding property in that:

-2a)
b)
c)

adequate parking is provided on site;
there are no similar facilities in the immediate area;
the facility does not have a past history of nuisance problems
in other locations.

3.

The project conforms to the Zoning Ordinance which allows such facilities,
subject to approval of a special permit.

4.

The project conforms to the adopted Locational Criteria for establishing
care facilities.

MAYOR
ATTEST:

CITY CLERK
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STAFF REPORT AMENDED 3131.-83

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
'

927 - 10th Street, Suite 300 - SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814

APPLICANT The Aquarian Efforti Inc. 1330 'P' Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
OWNER Taylor & Lacey Properties._.__P-0._Box 8a2., _Sacramento.
PLANS BY
FILING DATE 2-4-83
NEGATIVE DEC 2-28-83

50 DAY CPC ACTION DATE_

REPORT BY SD: bw
ASSESSOR'S PCL. NO 265-193-09

EIR.

APPLICATION: 1. Environmental Determination

2. Special Permit to establish a residential group care facility for
up to 38 clients.
LOCATION:

1550 Juliesse Avenue

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting the necessary entitlements to locate a group care
facility dealing with drug detoxification and rehabilitation in an existing office
structure located in the M-2 zone.
PROJECT INFORMATION:

1974 General Plan Designation:
1966 Hagginwood Community Plan
Designation:
Existing Zoning of Site:
Existing Land Use of Site:

Industrial
Heavy Commercial or Industrial
M-2
Vacant office

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning:
North: Vacant and Single Family; R-1, M-1
South: Telephone Company; M-2
East:
Warehouse; M-2
West:
Warehouse; M-2
Parking Required:
Parking Provided:
Parking Ratio Provided:
Property Dimensions:
Property Area:

Determined by Commission (1 per resident)
80 spaces
2 spaces/ 1 client
141' x 300'
42,300 square feet

Square Footage of Building:

8,064

Topography:
Street Improvements/Utilities:
Exteror Building Color:
Exterior Building Materials:
Number of Employees:
Hours of Operation:

Flat
Existing
Brick
Brick
2 to 12 per shift
24

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Aquarian Effort is an organization established in
Sacramento in 1969. The purpose of the facility is to disseminate information on drugs
and their effect on individuals. In-patient and out-patient treatment of drug abusers .
is also provided. All participants in the treatment programs enter voluntarily. The
applicant proposes to relocate the 1800-20th Street facility to the Jul iesse Avenue
site upon approval of necessary permits.
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March 31, 1983

CPC ITEM

-2STAFF EVALUATION: Staff has the following comments and observations with regard to
this project:
1.

The Aquarian Effort offers a full range of services dealing with drug abuse.
Various services are now provided in different locations throughout the Central
City. This particular facility provides residential detoxification care on a
short-term basis (up to 10 days) and rehabilitation services on an extended time
basis (up to one year). After clients have been in the rehabilitation program
for several months, they are encouraged to seek employment training and later
employment. The proposed facility can house a maximum of 38 clients at one time.
These prople are permitted to leave the facility for these purposes on a pass
basis. The facility employes a total of 14 people at peak hours.

2.

The subject site is located in a predominantly industrial area. There are some
residences located northwest of the site; however, on the east, south and west
there are warehouse and heavy commercial uses. The subject site was previously
used as a State of California Welfare office. Staff believes the proposed use
to be compatible with surrounding neighborhood uses.

3.

The draft North Sacramento Community Plan designates the Juliesse Avenue site for
industrial uses. The Zoning Ordinance allows residential care facilities with the
approval of a special permit by the Commission.

4.

The applicant proposes minor modifications to the interior of the office structure,
making it suitable as a residential facility. There are 80 on-site parking spaces.
Most of these are within a fenced area which can also be used by clients as an
outdoor activity area. Staff believes there is more than adequate parking for
the number of employees and clients that would be on site at peak working hours
(total of 52). None of the clients have automobiles on site in any case.

5.

The project complies with the 'Locational Criteria for Establishing Care
Facilities.' No other detoxification and rehabilitation facilities are located
in the immediate area. The project also removes one such care facility from the
Central City which has a high concentration of these uses.

6.

The applicant has made efforts to contact the surrounding neighborhood and community to explain the purpose of the program and how it is operated. Staff has
included an "invitation to an open house" intended as such as an outreach measure
(see Exhibit 'C').

7.

Staff contacted the Police Crime Prevention unit. Their representative stated
that there had been no crime in the area of the 'P' Street location directly
attributable to the Aquarian Effort. The representative also supported the
proposed location in that there are few residences concentrated in the area.
It was requested that proper permits be secured for any alarm systems that may
be ihstalled.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the following actions:
1.

Ratification of the Negative Declaration;

Approval of the Special Permit, based on the following Findings of Fact.
--March 31, 1983-P83-052

2.

Item No .-2—

/

-3a. The project is based on sound principles of land use in that:
1) adequate on-site parking is provided;
2) a large portion of the outdoor area is fenced to provide an
isolated and secured outdoor area;
the
project removes one such facility from the Central City.
3)
4) the project is located in a commercial-industrial area.
b. The project will not be injurious to surrounding property in that:
1) adequate parking is provided on site;
2) there are no similar facilities in the immediate area;
. 3) the facility does not have a past history of nuisance problems.
c. The project conforms to the Zoning Ordinance which allows such facilities,
subject to approval of a special permit;
d. The project conforms to the adopted Locational Criteria for establishing
care facilities.
CONDITIONS - SPECIAL PERMIT (added by CPC 3-31-831

1. The zpeciat pekmit panted heteundek zhaR be 04 a peod og eighteen 08)
month, at which time . zuch pewit zhatt expine automatically and be og
nd 6ukthet eggect untezz extended by the Ptanning COmmiS6iOn pitoi. theketo
on zuch conditionz az the COMMOn may deem necezzaky to putect the
pubtic heath, zagety and weL6ake.
2. The appticant zhaa deeiveA a notice to aff p4opetty owneAz witkin a
Addiuz og 1,000 6e.et,- gng a dezuLiption og zeauitez puvided, az wett
az a ista ,64 peason i z name and 24 howl_ phone numbeA son. neighboAz to calf
got any comptaint on. pkobtemz.
3. The appticant zhate had a community open house at the detox centeA within
zix month oi the opmation on. neighbolthood input and inimmation. Thiz
zhatt atiso inctude upkezentativez PLom the Noltth Sackamento Schoot DiztAict.
4. A maximum og 38 clientz zhaff be peAmitted at one time.
5. The appticant zhatt compty with at kequiAementz og the City Fie Depattment, City Buitdin Divon and State Depa&tment o Soc,LaL :SeAvicez.
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April 3, 1985

Raymond Schmitz
3016 Del Paso Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95815

Dear Mr. Schmitz:
On April 2, 1985, the Sacramento City Council heard your appeal from
City Planning Commission regarding the extension of a Special Permit
to continue the operation of a residential group care facility for up
to forty residents for property located at 1550 Juliesse Avenue.
(P-83052)
The Council adopted, by motion, its intent to deny your appeal based
on Findings of Fact and approval of an extension of a Special Permit
to December 31, 1985.
Sincerely,

Anne J. Mason
Assistant City Clerk
AJM/dbp/14
cc: Planning Department
Taylor & Lacey Properties
P.O. Box 802
Sacramento, CA 95814
Aquarian Effort
1550 Juliesse
Sacramento, CA 95814

AMENDED BY COUNCIL 4/2/85
Appeal of Raymond Schmitz vs. City of
Sacramento Planning Commission's Approval
of a request to extend a Special Permit
to allow operation of a residential group
care facility at 1550 Juliesse Avenue in
the Heavy Industrial, M-2 zone.
(P83-052)

NOTICE OF DECISION
AND
FINDINGS OF FACT

At its regular meeting of April 2, 1985, the City Council heard and considered
evidence in the above entitled matter. Based on verbal and documentary evidence
at said hearing, the Council denied the Appeal based on the following findings:
1. The project is based on sound principles of land use in that:
a.

the project is located in an Industrial Area on a site sufficient to
, accommodate the use;

b.

adequate on-site parking is provided; and

c.

a large portion'of the outdoor area is fenced to provide an isolated
and secured outdoor area.

2. The project will not be injurious to surrounding property in that:
a.

the facility, generates a low volume of auto traffic;

b.

there are no similar facilities in the immediate - area; and

c.

the facility has not resulted in an increase in crime in the immediate
area.

3. The project conforms to the Zoning Ordinance which allows such facilities,
subject to approval of a Special Permit.
4. The project conforms to the adopted Locational Criteria for establishing
care facilities.
5. The Speciat Pekmit
gftanted 6o4 a paiod o 16 nine (9) month&

MAYOR
ATTEST:
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a.

the project is located in an Industrial Area on a site sufficient to
accommodate the use;

b.

adequate on-site parking is provided; and

c.

a large portion of the outdoor area is fenced to provide an isolated
and secured outdoor area.

The project will not be injurious to surrounding property in that:
a.

the facility generates a low volume of auto traffic;

b.

there are no similar facilities in the immediate area; and

c.

the facility has not resulted in an increase in crime
area.

in

the immediate

3.

The project conforms to the Zoning Ordinance which allows such facilities,
subject to approval of a Special Permit.

4.

The project conforms to the adopted Locational Criteria for establishing
care facilities.

MAYOR
ATTEST:

'Z‘I'VAti..CAL
j)TY CLERK L'AP
P83-052
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