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Honorable Members in Session:
SUBJECT: REPORT BACK ON COLORING OF PORTLAND CONCRETE FOR
SIDEWALKS
LOCATION AND COUNCIL DISTRICT: All Districts
RECOMMENDATION:
This report is a report back for information only.
CONTACT PERSON: Jerry Way, Street Superintendent, 433-6381
FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF:

July 17, 2003

SUMMARY:
This report is in response to City Council's request for information on the coloring of sidewalks
at the April 29, 2003 City Council meeting, during discussion of Item 3.3 "Authorize the City
Manager to execute individual contracts for maintenance and repair of sidewalks, curbs and
gutters."
Concrete curb, gutter, and sidewalks, including curb ramps are delivered in three different
areas of Public Works:
n

The Development Services Division issues permits in conjunction with development for
both new construction as well as infill development.
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n

The Project Delivery Division designs and inspects new concrete construction and
retrofit concrete curb ramps related to Capital Improvement Projects.

n

The Maintenance Services Division manages all concrete maintenance and repair that
generally includes all sidewalk repairs as directed by section 12.32 of the Sacramento
City Code.

As of 2002, addition of lamp black to match existing color was added to the specifications for
most sidewalk construction and maintenance. The exception is projects submitted for
development, particularly infill projects, where no requirement has been applied outside of the
Downtown area.
Effective immediately, every Public Works project that includes concrete cement is required to
be delivered with the appropriate coloring agent (lampblack) to match the existing adjacent
concrete as closely as possible. If this requirement is not met, the inspector will direct a
process to remove and replace at their expense until such time that the color is sufficiently
matched.
COMMITTEE/COMMISSION ACTION:
None.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The Development Services Division uses the City's 1989 Standard Specifications for Public
Works Construction that is currently in the process of being updated by Public Works. The
1989 specifications make no mention of the coloring of concrete or the use of lampblack. In
1997, a new protocol was developed that requires lampblack to match existing color in the
Downtown area from the Sacramento River to the Capital City Freeway, and the American
River to the W/ X Freeway when curb ramps are constructed. When projects are submitted
for development, particularly infill projects, when concrete is removed and replaced, no
requirement until recently has been applied outside of the Downtown area described and on
occasion the concrete color does not match the adjacent existing concrete.
The Project Delivery Division designs and installs approximately 850 curb ramps annually
throughout the City. Prior to 2002, the contracts awarded directed the use of the City's 1989
Specifications for Public Works Construction, which again makes no mention of coloring
concrete or the use of lampblack. Since 2002, all contracts specifically call for the matching of
the existing concrete as closely as possible.
The Maintenance Services Division manages the repair of all other concrete within the
transportation right of way. This work includes curb, gutter, and sidewalk maintenance and
repair. When a corner is in need of maintenance or repair, curb ramps are installed. Over the
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last two years, each year Maintenance Services has directed the repair of over 2000 curbs,
gutters, and sidewalks, all using lamp black as a coloring agent in an attempt to match the
existing concrete color.
Maintenance Services also annually oversees approximately 130 sidewalk repairs where the
legal owner elects to hire his / her own licensed contractor or to do the work themselves. In
these cases the citizen is provided with the City specifications that include addition of
lampblack. When these repairs are completed, a City sidewalk inspector approves the repair.
It is important to note that in an effort to maintain good public relations with our citizens,
inspectors may make some allowances for minor discrepancies rather than require the owner
to take on the additional expense of removing and replacing the sidewalk again.
During the City Council meeting of April 29, 2003, two specific corners were identified, 27th and
W Streets and 26th and W Streets, where the concrete has no coloring added and it actually
has an alarming contrast to the adjacent existing sidewalk. These curb ramps as well as many
others throughout the City were constructed prior to the protocol change and are no longer
constructed this way. As of today, every project that includes Portland concrete cement
regardless of who it is inspected by is required to be delivered with the appropriate coloring
agent to match the existing adjacent concrete as closely as possible.
If this requirement is not met, then the inspector will direct a process to remove and replace at
their expense until such time that the color is sufficiently matched.
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
None. This report is for information only.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:
The current project has. been determined to be exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) under section 15301 (c) which states that repair and maintenance of
existing highways and streets involving negligible or no expansion of existing use is exempt.
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:
This report is consistent with Title 12.32 of the Sacramento City Code requiring adjacent
property owners to be responsible for the cost of repairs to the sidewalk abutting their
property. This report addresses the City goals to "enhance and preserve the neighborhoods"
and to "improve and diversify the transportation system."
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ESBD CONSIDERATIONS
None. This report is for information only.
Respectfully submitted,
erry vvay
^/Street Superintendent

Gene Moore
Maintenance Services General Manager

ROBERT F^JHOMAS
City Manager
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