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June 11, 2019

Senator Connie Leyva
Chair, Senate Committee on Education
State Capitol, Room 2083
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 15 (NAZARIAN)-CHILD SAVINGS ACCOUNT
Dear Senator Leyva:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I write in support of AB 15. This bill would establish the
Children's Savings Account Program under the Scholarshare Investment Board (Board).
Under AB 15, the Board would administer a master 529 account held by the State. Each child
born in California would be automatically enrolled in this program and receive an initial seed
deposit from the account to begin college savings. Money from the account can be used by the
student for a number of different purposes such as tuition at an accredited college, university,
trade school or graduate program; room and board; books; computers and other related
expenses.
The account would also provide incentive money to children for school
accomplishments.
Unfortunately, 25% of California households live in asset poverty, meaning they do not have the
net worth to subsist at the poverty level for three months in the absence of income. Meanwhile,
California's End Child Poverty Task Force found that roughly 5 in 10 high school dropouts were
living in poverty (48%), compared to less than 1 in 10 college graduates (8.6%), in 2016.
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June 11, 2019

Senator Benjamin Allen, Chair
Senate Committee on Environmental Quality
State Capitol, Room 2205
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 661 (McCARTY) - WILDFIRE SMOKE AIR POLLUTION
EMERGENCY PLAN: SACRAMENTO METROPOLITAN AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT
Dear Senator Allen:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing in support of AB 661 (M cCarty), which would
require the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) to prepare a
wildfire smoke air pollution emergency plan as an informational source for local agencies and
the public during a wildfire smoke air pollution emergency.
AB 661 would allow SMAQMD and the Sacramento region to better plan for what has become
our new normal - persistent drought conditions and a higher number of wildfires. The scope of
wildfire impacts is unprecedented. For example, during the Camp Fire in Butte County during
November 2018, Sacramento had the worst air quality in the world. Air quality emergencies
occurred in most of Northern and Central California, with school closures taking place as far
away as San Francisco.
It is critical that we put in place protocols to reduce confusion as to best practices and so that
residents receive accurate information and know how to best protect themselves and their
families. AB 661 would expand SMAQMD's responsibilities to include preparation of the
wildfire smoke air pollution emergency plan. If we don't prepare for the inevitable next fires, the
public health of our residents, especially those most vulnerable, will suffer.
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Assemblymember Monique Limon, Chair
Assembly Committee on Banking and Finance
State Capitol, Room 6031
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 51 (FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: CANNABIS)
Dear Assemblymember Limon
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 51, which
would provide banking services to the cannabis industry. SB 51 would authorize a cannabis
limited charter bank or credit union to issue to an account holder special purpose checks that
would be valid for only specified purposes.
The use and consumption of medical marijuana was legalized in California in 1996, and
Proposition 64 legalized adult-use cannabis as of January 2018. However, due to cannabis'
federal classification as a Schedule I drug, cannabis-related businesses are not able to deposit
income with federally-insured financial institutions. The cannabis industry is expected to
generate between $8-$20 billion annually. This is a massive industry that we can only expect
will continue to grow; yet cultivation, manufacturing, distribution, and retail businesses alike have
been forced to operate on a cash-only basis. This is not only impractical from an accounting
perspective, but also presents a significant public safety issue.
Conducting transactions only in cash increases the risk to businesses, employees, and the
general public. For example, in the City of Sacramento all cannabis businesses are required to
pay a 4% tax on their gross receipts. These all-cash transactions create a pattern that can make
both City Hall staff and individuals from the cannabis industry a target for crime. These types of
situations occur daily throughout the City due to cannabis businesses being unable to utilize
more traditional methods of banking.
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June 11, 2019

Assemblymember Monique Limon, Chair
Assembly Committee on Banking and Finance
State Capitol, Room 6031
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 51 (FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: CANNABIS)
Dear Assemblymember Limon
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 51, which
would provide banking services to the cannabis industry. SB 51 would authorize a cannabis
limited charter bank or credit union to issue to an account holder special purpose checks that
would be valid for only specified purposes.
The use and consumption of medical marijuana was legalized in California in 1996, and
Proposition 64 legalized adult-use cannabis as of January 2018. However, due to cannabis'
federal classification as a Schedule I drug, cannabis-related businesses are not able to deposit
income with federally-insured financial institutions. The cannabis industry is expected to
generate between $8-$20 billion annually. This is a massive industry that we can only expect
will continue to grow; yet cultivation, manufacturing, distribution, and retail businesses alike have
been forced to operate on a cash-only basis. This is not only impractical from an accounting
perspective, but also presents a significant public safety issue.
Conducting transactions only in cash increases the risk to businesses, employees, and the
general public. For example, in the City of Sacramento all cannabis businesses are required to
pay a 4% tax on their gross receipts. These all-cash transactions create a pattern that can make
both City Hall staff and individuals from the cannabis industry a target for crime. These types of
situations occur daily throughout the City due to cannabis businesses being unable to utilize
more traditional methods of banking.
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Assemblymember Evan Low
Chair, Assembly Committee on Business and Professions
1020 N Street, Room 379
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 67 (CANNABIS TEMPORARY LICENSES EXTENSIONS)
Dear Assemblymember Low:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 67. SB
67 would provide the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) the ability to
extend temporary cannabis cultivation licenses that are set to expire while an application for
an annual license is being processed.
CDFA began issuing temporary licenses for commercial cultivation on January 1, 2018, under
the authority provided by Medical and Adult Use Cannabis Regulations Safety Act
(MAUCRSA). Temporary licenses are valid for 120 days and extendable for 90 days periods.
However, the ability to issue temporary licenses sunsetted on December 31, 2018, leaving
many cultivators holding temporary licenses that will expire before they receive a provisional
or an annual license due to the agency's massive backlog.
Close to a hundred of these cultivators holding soon-to-expire temporary licenses are based in
the city of Sacramento. This includes dozens who are already operating, who run the risk of
facing enforcement, commercial liabilities and vulnerability to federal actions without a valid
State license. SB 67 will provide CDFA with an interim and immediate solution to expiring
temporary licenses while dealing with the licensing backlog and awaiting a more permanent
legislative fix to its licensing process.
For the reasons stated above, the City of Sacramento supports SB 67 and respectfully
requests that you support it as well. If you'd like to discuss our support further, please contact
Consuelo Hernandez, Director of Governmental Affairs, at 916-808-7395 or
cahernandez@cityofsacramento.org.

Jay Sc rn er, Councilmember
Chair, Law and Legislation Committee
th
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Assemblymember Marc Berman, Chair
Assembly Committee on Elections and Reapportionment
1020 N Street, Room 365
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 681 (LOCAL REFERENDA AND CHARTER AMENDMENTS:
WITHDRAWAL)
Dear Assemblymember Berman:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 681.
SB 681 would provide local jurisdictions the ability to withdraw referendums or charter
amendments prior to the 88th day before the election.
SB 681 would give proponents of referendums and charter amendments the flexibility to solve
local election issues without going to the ballot. The bill would allow them to withdraw their
measures once they have submitted their petitions to elections officials for signature
verification. Sponsors and local governments who are able to reach a mutually beneficial
solution would be able to avoid elections costs and reduce voter confusion.
For the reasons stated above, the City of Sacramento supports SB 681 and respectfully
requests that you support it as well. If you'd like to discuss our support further, please contact
Consuelo Hernandez, Director of Governmental Affairs, at 916-808-7395 or
cahernandez@cityofsacramento.org.

Jay Sc nirer, Councilmember
Chair, Law and Legislation Committee
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Assemblymember Marc Berman, Chair
Assembly Committee on Elections and Reapportionment
1020 N Street, Room 365
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 681 (LOCAL REFERENDA AND CHARTER AMENDMENTS:
WITHDRAWAL)
Dear Assemblymember Berman:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 681.
SB 681 would provide local jurisdictions the ability to withdraw referendums or charter
amendments prior to the 88th day before the election.
SB 681 would give proponents of referendums and charter amendments the flexibility to solve
local election issues without going to the ballot. The bill would allow them to withdraw their
measures once they have submitted their petitions to elections officials for signature
verification. Sponsors and local governments who are able to reach a mutually beneficial
solution would be able to avoid elections costs and reduce voter confusion.
For the reasons stated above, the City of Sacramento supports SB 681 and respectfully
requests that you support it as well. If you'd like to discuss our support further, please contact
Consuelo Hernandez, Director of Governmental Affairs, at 916-808-7395 or
cahernandez@cityofsacramento.org.

Jay Sc nirer, Councilmember
Chair, Law and Legislation Committee
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June 20, 2019

Senator Richard Pan, Chair
Senate Committee on Health
State Capitol, Room 2191
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 656 (GARCIA) - OFFICE OF HEALTHY AND SAFE COMMUNITIES
Dear Senator Pan
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I write in support of AB 656, which would advance a bold
paradigm shift in violence prevention by emphasizing asset-based empowerment approaches
to peacemaking, restorative justice, healing and safety, and advancing community prevention
and intervention strategies that heal and restore people and ensure all communities are full of
the opportunities necessary for their residents to thrive and be well.
AB 656 would create the Office of Healthy and Safe Communities (OHSC) under the
direction of the California Surgeon General the Governor. The Director of the OHSC would be
tasked with:
•
•
•
•
•

Assembling a staff team and an advisory committee;
Developing, implementing, and monitoring a California vision and plan for violence
prevention, safety, and healing;
Establishing and managing a statewide community of practice for leaders working on
these issues throughout California
Strengthening and professionalizing community violence intervention and prevention as
a licensed occupation; and
Stewarding alignment, coordination, and synergy across statewide departments and
agencies.
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June 20, 2019

Senator Mike McGuire, Chair
Senate Committee on Governance and Finance
State Capitol, Room 408
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 689 (McCARTY) - MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT ACT: NONSTOCK
SECURITY
Dear Senator McGuire:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Assembly Bill 689.
AB 689 would allow the Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) the opportunity to realize a
return on its investment in the products and services that SMUD helps to develop.
SMUD is on the forefront of reducing carbon emissions, which requires substantial investment
in new technologies, grid modernization, energy resources, customer sited solutions, and
related initiatives. AB 689 would amend SMUD's governing statute to allow it to operate a pilot
project and take a non-stock security interest in a corporation, enabling it to benefit from
revenue on products and services where SMUD has contributed to their development.
The additional revenue generated by these investments and contributions of intellectual
property can then be used to help underserved neighborhoods, most of which are located
within the City of Sacramento. The revenue can help offset the cost of reaching its net-zero
carbon goal, reducing the costs that ratepayers must shoulder.
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June 20, 2019

Assemblymember Jim Frazier, Chair
Assembly Committee on Transportation
1020 N Street, Room 112
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 211 (BEALL) - STATE HIGHWAYS: LEASES
Dear Assemblymember Frazier:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 211. SB
211 would authorize the State Department of Transportation to lease any airspace under a
freeway, or real property acquired for highway purposes, to a city or county for the purposes of
an emergency shelter or feeding program for a lease amount of $1 per month and an
administrative fee not to exceed $500 a year.
The City of Sacramento, similar to many other cities in California, is working diligently to address
the crisis of homelessness within our city. We have opened a low-barrier triage shelter to assist
people who typically do not or cannot access traditional shelters. Our police department's
IMPACT team connects vulnerable citizens with services and sheltering options. We also are
participating in the Pathways to Health+ Home pilot program, which targets the highest users of
emergency room care. Additionally, we work with Sacramento Steps Forward, the lead
homelessness agency in the region, and the Downtown Streets Team, as well as offer medical
and behavioral support to the pets of people experiencing homelessness through our Front
Street Animal Shelter.
The City of Sacramento has expended several millions of dollars on homelessness services and
will continue to do so. SB 211 will offer much needed land at a rate that will allow the City to
continue to serve our homeless residents.
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June 20, 2019

Assemblymember David Chiu, Chair
Assembly Committee on Housing and Community Development
1020 N Street, Room 162
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 258 (HERTZBERG) - SUPPORTING BOTH ENDS OF THE LEASH
Dear Assemblymember Chiu:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing in support of SB 258 (Herzberg), which will
create a grant program for homeless shelters that provide shelter, food, and basic veterinary
services for pets of the homeless.
California is in the middle of a homelessness crisis. On any given night in California, 130,000
people are without a home. Of those Californians experiencing homelessness, around 87,734
individuals are unsheltered, while only 20,227 have some form of shelter, according to data
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
According to the non-profit Pets of the Homeless, an estimated five to ten percent of the 3.5
million Americans that are experiencing homelessness have dogs or cats. The British Journal
of Occupational Therapy found that pets provide warmth, security, and companionship to many
who sleep on the streets. Some also suggest that caring for a pet provides a much-needed
feeling of normalcy; for many people, the simple act of providing food and water to their pet
may even help to keep their humanity intact.
Unfortunately, many individuals experiencing homelessness refuse housing and services if
doing so would require them to abandon their pet. This happens all too often: a majority of
shelters, motels and other assisted housing programs do not permit animals on their property,
pushing potential beneficiaries to live on the street, in their cars or RVs, and in tent camps.
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The City of Sacramento has been engaged in innovative solutions to bring services and
housing to those most in need, and to address the community impacts of unsheltered
homelessness. We currently are operating a triage shelter that allows displaced people
to live with their pets. Animal services like medical care, licensing, vaccinations and
spay and neuter procedures are available to the pets at the shelter. The services are
provided by the city's Front Street Animal Shelter, which also provides services to
homeless pet owners at their headquarters near Old Sacramento.
By providing accommodations for pets, we provide for individuals who otherwise would
not get wraparound services. SB 258, coupled with funding, would allow the City of
Sacramento and others to continue providing critical services for pets and help us get
both pets and people off the streets and into housing and services.
For the reasons stated above, we respectfully request your support of SB 258
(Hertzberg). If you have any questions, please contact Consuelo Hernandez, Director of
Governmental Affairs, at 916-808-7395 or cahernandez@cityofsacramento.org.

, Councilmember
and Legislation Committee
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Assemblymember Adam Gray, Chair
Assembly Committee on Governmental Organization
1020 N Street, Room 360A
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 39 (TOBACCO PRODUCTS)
Dear Assemblymember Gray:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 39. SB
39 would tighten the age verification requirements for online, mail, phone and fax sales of
tobacco products by requiring that products be delivered only in a container that is
conspicuously labeled as being a tobacco product and requiring a signature of a person age
21 or older.
The City of Sacramento's Mayor and Council recently voted to prohibit the sale of flavored
tobacco within the City limits. SB 39 would further the City's goals by ensuring that minors
aren't able to circumvent the City's ban by illegally purchasing flavored tobacco online. The bill
would help reduce access to youth and help prevent them from establishing an addiction to
tobacco and serious tobacco-related health problems.
For the reasons stated above, the City of Sacramento supports SB 39 and respectfully
requests that you support it as well. If you'd like to discuss our support further, please contact
Consuelo Hernandez, Director of Governmental Affairs, at 916-808-7395 or
cahernandez@cityofsacramento.org.

Jay Sch rnr�r. Councilmember
Chair, La �nd Legislation Committee
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June 26, 2019

Assemblymember Evan Low, Chair
Assembly Committee on Business and Professions
1020 N Street, Room 379
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 51 (FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: CANNABIS)
Dear Assemblymember Low:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 51, which
would provide banking services to the cannabis industry. SB 51 would authorize a cannabis
limited charter bank or credit union to issue to an account holder special purpose checks that
would be valid for only specified purposes.
The use and consumption of medical marijuana was legalized in California in 1996, and
Proposition 64 legalized adult-use cannabis as of January 2018. However, due to cannabis'
federal classification as a Schedule I drug, cannabis-related businesses are not able to deposit
income with federally-insured financial institutions. The cannabis industry is expected to
generate between $8-$20 billion annually. This is a massive industry that we can only expect
will continue to grow; yet cultivation, manufacturing, distribution, and retail businesses alike have
been forced to operate on a cash-only basis. This is not only impractical from an accounting
perspective, but also presents a significant public safety issue.
Conducting transactions only in cash increases the risk to businesses, employees, and the
general public. For example, in the City of Sacramento all cannabis businesses are required to
pay a 4% tax on their gross receipts. These all-cash transactions create a pattern that can make
both City Hall staff and individuals from the cannabis industry a target for crime. These types of
situations occur daily throughout the City due to cannabis businesses being unable to utilize
more traditional methods of banking.
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June 26, 2019

Assemblymember Jim Frazier
Chair, Assembly Committee on Transportation
1020 N Street, Room 112
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SUPPORT FOR SB 742 (INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICES)
Dear Assemblymember Frazier:
On behalf of the City of Sacramento, I am writing to express our support for Senate Bill 742. SB
742 would amend Section 14035.55 provisions to enable the Joint Power Authorities (San
Joaquin, Capitol Corridor, and LOSSAN) to pick up and drop off passengers on their Amtrak
intercity thruway bus routes without requiring them to have a train ticket as part of their trip.
The changes contained in SB 742 would significantly improve transit options for people in the
Sacramento region. For example, people currently would like to travel to Sacramento from
Truckee using an Amtrak bus but can't unless they want to go somewhere else. In addition, SB
742 is consistent with the City of Sacramento's General Plan policies, including:
•

•

M 1.2.1 Multimodal Choices. The City shall develop an integrated, multimodal
transportation system that improves the attractiveness of walking, bicycling, and riding
transit over time to increase travel choices and aid in achieving a more balanced
transportation system and reducing air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.
M 1.3.7 Regional Transportation Planning. The City shall continue to actively participate
in Sacramento Area Council of Government's (SACOG's) regional transportation
planning efforts to coordinate priorities with neighboring jurisdictions and continue to work
with ·all local transit providers and the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
on transportation planning, operations, and funding.
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•

•

M 3.1.2 Increase Transit Service. The City shall work with transit operators and
community partners to increase public transit service (i.e. frequency, number of
lines and stops, dedicated transit lanes) above and beyond what is already
planned in the MTP/SCS, as funding is available.
M 3.3.1 Inter-City Bus Service. The City shall promote the continued operation and
expansion of private inter-city bus service.

SB 742 would provide convenient and inexpensive transportation services to more
people and reduce energy consumption and emissions. For these reasons, the City of
Sacramento supports SB 742 and respectfully requests that you support it as well. If
you'd like to discuss our support further, please contact Consuelo Hernandez, Director of
Governmental Affairs, at 916-808-7395 or cahernandez@cityofsacramento.org.

Jay S
nirer, Councilmember
Chair, Law and Legislation Committee
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