RIVER
CITY
COMMUNITY
SERVICES

Requesting Agency: RIVER CITY COMMUNITY SERVICES
Amount Requested: $7,500

Application Preliminary Points:

Hearing Review Points:

Application Preliminary: $

Hearing Review: $

Application Preliminary: $

Hearing Review: $

Is this application complete? Yes

No

(If no, go on to next proposal.)

1.

Does agency demonstrate management/organizational
stability?

2.

Does proposal support commission's mission?

3.

Does agency demonstrate fiscal stability?

4.

Does agency have a history of successful programs?

1.

Does this proposal increase the self-sufficiency of needy city
residents?

2.

Does this proposal fill a niche which may be under served by
other service providers?

3.

Does this proposal have an innovative approach to meeting
Commission's mission statement?

4.

Does this agency have community support (volunteers/inkind contributions?)

5.

Does this proposal assist any identified under-served
population?

CITY OF SACRAMENTO
.
ANN LAND/BERTHA HENSCHEL MEMORIAL FUNDS COMMISSION
915 I Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

2001 APPLICATION FO
I.

AGENCY
Name:

River City Community Services

Address:

1322 27th Street, Sacramento, CA 95816i

Mailing Address (if different): P.O. Box 1803, Sacramento, CA 95812
Executive Director Lynn Altizer
II.

AGENCY CONTACT
Name: Lynn Altizer
Title:

Executive Director

Phone Number:

961.446.2627

TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED: $
IV.

PROPOSED USE OF FUNDS REQUESTED
A.

The amount requested will be applied to: (please choose one)
o New Program

B.

0 One-time Project

The funds requested will be used to serve:
)(Families

C.

On-going Program

l ' Women

la(Men

k"Children

For quick reference, please check the following services you are requesting and
indicate the dollar amount requested

o Food $
o Transportation $

.t3 Clothing $

o Shelter $ I De. 0 Utilities $
,

o Medication $

o Other

o Wage/Stipend $
$

o Other

4

D.

Will other funds supplement AUBH funds request for this program?

*S'ES

0 NO Briefly explain:

AL/BH funds will be supplemented by additional (annual) funds from FEMA ($12,00);
fundraising events ($20,000); individual and community outreach ($48,000); designated
United Way funds ($6,000); and in-kind donations ($46,000).

E.
F.

G.

Total number of clients to be served by AUBH funds requested:
a.9-g-Oli - F) AcO(04
-4-14 —
Firm trq Al /BH funded oroararns would be available to clie1 :
Monday-Friday. 11:30-3:00; also third Saturday of each month from 10:00-12:00 (Noon)
Geographic service area, within the City, for requested funds:

-4)

OD14

RCCS serves all residents of the City of Sacramento.

H.

Please provide a brief description of the program/service for which you are
requesting funds. Indicate how it addresses the ALJBH mission and funding
priorities. Your description should be limited to a maximum of 2 pages. (Pages
may be numbered 2a and 2b.)

Programs for Which We Are Requesting Funds:
With 2001 AL/BH funds RCCS proposes to provide emergency food assistance to lowincome men, women, and children. We propose to serve working mothers and fathers
whose combined incomes are not sufficient to completely feed their children. All clients
will receive a minimum three-day supply of nutritionally balanced food.
Secondly, RCCS will assist those city residents facing a housing crisis who are unable to
pay rent (the agency often Works in conjunction with other community-based agencies,
particularly Traveler's Aid, to solve client housing problems). In addition to food and
rental housing assistance, clients will receive individually tailored referrals to appropriate
agencies for job/educational training programs, or for other forms of assistance.
Background:
Since 1968, River City Community Services and its predecessor organizations have
provided food to low-income families and individuals. During 2000, RCCS is projected
to serve 23,000 clients and will provide the equivalent of 207,000 meals of canned and
packaged food items. In addition to providing a minimum three-day supply of food to
persons facing food emergencies, the program provides rental housing and motel voucher
assistance, case management, advocacy and counseling services, community networking,
general informationand referrals, and data collection, analysis and dissemination.

6-

Population Served:

RCCS serves low-income, working individuals and families, and those individuals and
families who receive TANF, SSI or GA types of assistance. The program responds to the
changing situations of those on public assistance.
In an effort to better identify RCCS clients, staff and volunteers conducted an informal
client survey that revealed that the average client income was $585 per month. The
survey further revealed that the most common client zip codes are within the City95816 and 95814.
Service Provision:

Each client seeking food or housing assistance is individually interviewed by a trained
volunteer and/or the Executive Director. Clients are required to produce a current photo
ID and verification of income to establish eligibility. Upon successful completion of the
intake interview, clients seeking food assistance are given a minimum three-day supply
of nutritious food for each family member. Clients seeking housing assistance are
screened by the Executive Director. Upon verification of need, the Executive Director
issues the appropriate housing assistance and provides additional referrals/interventions,
as needed.
•

Volunteers:

Drawn from throughout Sacramento Countyarea— many from faith-based
organizations—these retired Men and women will provide approximately 6,000 hours of
service in 2000. Conservatively valued at the current minimum wage of $5.15 per hour,
their -contribution is the equivalent of $30,900. Though currently retired, these volunteers
previously worked as lawyers, financial consultants, business owners, military officers,
teachers, and secretaries. They have been trained to encourage clients to use problemsolving skills, and they act as proactive role models for self-sufficiency. Their active
participation in the program amplifies and enhances the use of AN/BH funds. Other volunteers, who are currently in drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs, are working
with RCCS to a sense of personal responsibility.
Program Summary:
•

The RCCS' emergency food assistance program is well known within the community; it
is a long-standing program recognized for case management and agency collaboration.
On a daily-basis, RCCS receives clients who are referred by such agencies as Sacramento
County DHA, UCD Medical Center, Travelers Aid, the Red Cross, and Sacramento Area
Emergency Housing.

Program Summary: (continued)
The RCCS approach of individually interviewing each client each time the client comes
for services allows the agency volunteers and staff to monitor client needs. With this
approach the organization is able to provide an appropriate level of short-term emergency
food assistance during a crisis period. Clients are then able to use their time more
efficiently to better focus on work, school, and parenting.
RCCS employs the same approach when the clients' presenting problem is shelter. Motel
or partial rent payments are imperative for some low-income families who experience an
unexpected crisis. Housing assistance payments are distributed via an established
voucher system, are issued only after verification of an unexpected emergency, are given
on a one-time only basis, and are complemented by program's emergency food closet
services whenever appropriate.
The River City Community Service is a stable and piofessionally managed organization
servicing Sacramento County. It consistently delivers high-quality services:
• the per unit cost of service is exceedingly cost-effective; for food, it is $0.58
per unit of service, and for housing, it is $10.24 per unit of service;
• food rations are standardized;
, • the supportive services and community linkages are strong;
• screening is consistent and reliable, and is performed by experienced
volunteers;
• records are available and accurate;
• the program is centrally located in the downtown area;
• the program is open Monday.- Friday, 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and on the third
Saturday of each month, from 10:00-12:00 Noon; and,
• the service is provided to single adults and families, and to the homeless.
RCCS's overall budget clearly demonstrates a high level of community support, with the .
greatest assistance coming from approximately 235 individuals, 14 churches and 18
businesses. Institutional assistance, from FEMA and Ann Land/Bertha Henschel funds,
represent only 7% of the entire operating budget of the program. Our client data
demonstrates that a significant percentage of the clients who use the services are city
residents.
RCCS actively promotes, encourages and advertizes other self-sufficiency programs such
as SHARE and WIC. Promoting self-sufficiency is an inherent component of the RCCS
casework process, is incorporated in its mission statement and is an integral part of its
services.

- V.

AGENCY DESCRIPTION
• A.

Mission Statement/Agency Goal:

The mission of River City Conununity.Services is to create a safety-net for
low-income persons by providing them with life's basic necessities—food and shelter.
RCCS' goal is to help stabilize the lives Of its clients by providing food and shelter so
that these clients can move forward in their lives to achieve self-sufficiency. The
organization's objectives are to provide nutritionally-balanced emergency food assistance
to individuals and families, and to avert homelessness by providing partial rental
assistance, or motel vouchers.

Date Incorporated: RCCS became an independent 501 c-3 in 1997. From 1968 to 1996,
B.
the program that RCCS now operates wOoperated by the Episcopal Church of Northern California.
Agency overview (briefly describe other services/programs your agency currently
C.
provides):
RCCS' emergency food assistance and emergency housing assistance programs are its
primary services. As is described in Item H, pages 2a and 2b, RCCS provides an
integrated approach to client's problems. It operates in a case management environment
maintaining case records for every client. The agency also provides advocacy and
counseling services, especially to housing clients. In addition to making general
referrals, RCCS collects, analyzes, and disseminates client service data as appropriate.

VI.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Please break down your organization's income sources for the past fiscal year as follows:
$ Amount

Income Sources

$ xii rZ71)

Private/Corporate Donations
United Way

SEMIK

gets

.

% of Total
Funding •

35%
3%

I

4, acre)
-

Tii,K.016.414,244y

141 %

(710 ( oov .

Federal Assistance

/er

State Assistance'

•

r-"
61)

City/County Assistance (not Ann
Land/Bertha Henschel funds)
Grants

i%
ei)

•
C3

37

.

Dert

5%

Ann Land/Bertha Henschel Funds
4z4 / 17e

Other
TOTALS

e.)

53%

•
/74

VII. ATTACHMENTS
Please attach the following items to the application form.
)4 List of your Board of Directors and Officers
Ip(Organizational

chart or description of your organization's management structure

Verification of your not-for-profit status
ctti KCopy of your most recent scope of audit and any corrective actions or
recommendations suggested by the auditing entity. (Do not submit the whole
audit.) If you do not have an anhual audit, a copy of your most recent CPA
financial statement must be submitted. -

VIII.

'ASSURANCE AND CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, as a duly authorized representative of this agency, affirm that the
information and statements contained within this proposal are to the best of my knowledge, truthful and accurate, and further I am authorized to submit this proposal from this agency to
deliver services.
I certify that the Ann Land/Bertha Henschel funds will be used to provide services to City of
Sacramento residents only.

2_ al
Name (please print)

-*/

Titl

/3/
ae

,V7,

ATTACHMENTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ORGANIZATION CHART
NOT-FOR-PROFIT STATUS
RECOMMENDATION LETTERS

'ver City Community Services
... feeding hungry families and individuals since 1968 ...
1322-27th Street, Sacramento, California 95816 • 916/446-2627
Fax: 446-2589 0 e-mail: rccsca@quilcnet.com

River City Community Services
Board of Directors
Officers
The Very Rev; Dr. Donald G. Brown
President
Dean, Trinity Cathedral Church .
2620 Capitol Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95816
w-444-2513
trrbrown ix.netcom.com
,

David Gordon
Vice-President
Real Estate Sales
921- 44th Street
Sacramento, CA 95810-3405
w-456-6935
gordon55@pacbell.net
Donna Williamson Chipps
Treasurer
Community Volunteer
3311 East Curtis Dr..
Sacramento, CA 95818
h-454-1655
dwchipps@worldnetatt.net
Harry Hills
Secretary
Retired Administrator, Getty Oil
1413 La Sierra Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95864
h-481-7760
harryellen@email.msn.com

_Members
Russ Heimerich
COMCAST
Director of Public Affairs
4350 Pell Dr.
Sacramento, CA 95838
w-648-7825
h-447-8426
Russ_Heimerich@comdastsac.com

Victoria F. Hollingshead
Community Volunteer
6033 Holstein Way
Sacramento, CA 95822-2950
h-428-2654
EHollingshead@excite.com

Helen Johnstone
Secretzry to the Bishop
Episcopal Diocese of Northern California
1328 - 27th St.
Sacramento, CA 95816
w-442-6918
hej 9563 0@qiii1cnet corn

Bob Metzger
Retired Forestry Planner
6827 Coachlight Way
Sacramento, CA 95831
11;422-5168 •
remetzger@rcip.com

Diana Perparos
Real. Estate Lending
3709 William Way.
Sacramento, CA 95821
h-489-0388
dperparos@earthlink.net

Members (continued)

Eleanor Ransom
Community Activist
10459 Georgetown Dr.
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
h-635-5751
Lorraine Thorvald
Retired Business Owner
P.O. Box 233
Wilton, CA 95693
h-687-6028
msthor@aol.com

Staff
Lynn Altizer
Executive Director
1322 27th Street
Sacramento, CA 95816
w-916-446-2627
fax-916-446-2589
rc,csca@quiknet.com
Steve Anderson
Program Assistant
1322 27th Street
Sacramento, CA 95816
916-446-2621

Organization Chart
River city Community Services

Board of Directors

Executive Director

Program Assistant

Volunteers

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
DISTRICT DIRECTOR
P. 0. BOX 2508
CINCINNATI, OH 45201
rm
Date:pat-0

0 1 1997

RIVER CITY COMMUNITY SERVICES.
1322 TWENTY SEVENTH ST
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Euiployer Identification Number:
91-1851398 '
DLN:
17053304130007
Contact Person:
D. A. DOWNING
Contact Telephone Number:
(513) 241-5199'
Accounting Period Ending:
December 31
Foundation Status Classification:
509(a)(2) Advance Ruling Period Begins:
August 14, 1997
Advance Ruling Period Ends:
December 31, 2001
Addendum Applies:
No

Dear Applicant:
Based oninformation you supplied, and assuming your operations will be as
stated in your application for, recognition of exemption, we have determined you
are exempt from federal income tax Under section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue
Code - as an organization described in section 501(c)(3).
Because you are a newly created organization, we are not now making a
final determination of your foundation statuS under section 509(a) of the Code.
However, we have determined that you can reasonably expect to be.a publicly
supported organization described in section 509(a) (2)..
.Accordingly, during an advance ruling period you will be treated as a
'publicly supported organization, and not as a private foundation. This advance
ruling period begins and ends on the dates shown above.
Within 90 days after the end of your advance ruling period, you must
send us the information needed to determine whether you have met the require
ments of the applicable support test during the advance ruling periOd. - If you
establish that you have been a publicly supported organization, we will classify you as a section.509 . (a)(1) or 509(0(2) organization as long as you continue
to meet the requirements of the applicable support test. If you do not meet
the public support requirements during the advance ruling period, we will
classify you as a private foundation for future periods. Also, if we clasSify
you as a private foundation, we will treat you as a private foundation from
your beginning date for purposes of section 507(d) and 4940. _
-

Grantors and contributors may rely on our determination that you are not a
private foundation until 90 days after the end of your advance ruling period.
If you send us the required information within the 90 days, grantors and
contributors may continue to rely on the advance determination 'until we make
a final determination of your foundation status.
If we publish a notice in the Internal Revenue Bulletin stating that we
Letter 1045 (DO/CG)

-2RIVER CITY COMMUNITY SERVICES
will no longer treat you as a publicly supported organization, grantors and
contributors may not rely on this determination after the date we publish the
notice. In addition, if.you lose your status as a publicly supported-organization, and a grantor or contributor was responsible for, or was aware Of, the
act or failure to act, that resulted in your loss of_such status, that person
may not rely on this determination from the date of the act or failure to act.
Also, if a grantor or contributor learned that we had given . notice that you
would be removed from classification as a publicly supported organization, then
that person May not rely on this determination as of the date he or she
acquired such knowledge.
If you change your sources of support, your purposes, character, or method
of operation, please let us know so we can consider the effect of the change on
your exempt status and foundation status. If you amend your organizational
document or bylaws, please send us a copy of the amended document or bylaws.
Also, let us know all changes in your name or address.
As of January 1, 1984, you are liable for social security taxes under
the Federal Insurance Contributions Act on amounts of $100 or more you pay to
each of your employees during a calendar year. You are not liable . for the tax
imposed under the Federal Unemployment Tax Act onnTo.
Organizations that are not private foundations are not subject to the private foundation excise taxes under Chapter 42 of the Internal Revenue Code.
However, you are not automatically exempt from other federal excise taxes. If
you have any questions about excise,.employment, or other federal taxes, please
let us know.
.Donors may deduct contributions to you as provided in section 170 of the
Internal Revenue Code. Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to you
or for your use are deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes if they
meet the . applidable provisions of sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code. Donors may deduct contributions to you only to the. extent that their
contributions are gifts, with no consideration received. Ticket purchases and
similar payments in conjunction with fundraising events may. not necessarily
qualify as deductible contributiOns, depending on the circumstances. Revenue
Ruling 67-246, published'in Cumulative Bulletin 1967-2, on page 104, gives
guidelines regarding when taxpayers may deduct payments for admission to, or
other participation in, fundraising activities for charity.
You are not required to file Form 990, Return'of Organization Exempt From
Income Tax, if your gross receipts each year are normally $25,000 Or less. If
you receive a Form 990 package in the mail, simply attach the label provided,
check the box in the heading to indicate that your annual gross receipts are
normally $25,000 or less, and sign the return.
If a return is required, it must be filed by the 15th day of the fifth
month after the end of your annual accounting period. A penalty of $26 a day
is charged when .a return is filed-late, unless there is reasonable cause for
Letter 1045 (DO/PG)
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-3RIVER CITY COMMUNITY SERVICES
the'delay. However, the maximum penalty charged cannot exceed $10,600 or
5 percent of your gross receipts for the year, whichever is less. For
organizations with gross receipts exceeding $1,000,000 in any year, the penalty
is $100 per day per return, unless there is reasonable cause for the delay. •
The maximum penalty for an organization with gross receipts exceeding •
$1,000,000 shall not exceed $50,000. This penalty may also be charged if a,
return is not complete. .So, please be Sure your return is complete before you
file it.
You are not required to file federal income tax returns unless you are
subject to the tax on unrelated business income under section 511 of the Code.
If you are subject to this tax, you must file an income tax return on Form
990-T, Exempt Organization Business Income Tax Return. In this letter we are
not determining whether any of your present or proposed activities are unrelated trade or business as defined in section 513. of the Code.

.

You are required to make your annual return available for public
inspection for three years after the return is due. You are also required to
make available - a copy of your, exemption application, any supporting documents,
and this exemption.letter. Failure to make these documents available for
public inspection may subject You to a penalty of. $20 per day for each day
there is a failure to comply (up to a maximum of $10,000 in the case of an
annual return). You need an employer identification number even if you have no employees.
If an employer identification number was not entered on your application, we
will assign a number to you and advise you of it. Please use that number on.
all returns you file and in all correspondence with the Internal Revenue
Service.
If we said in the heading of this letter that an addendum applies, the
addendum enclosed is an integral part of this letter.
Because this letter could help us resolve any questions about your exempt
status and foundation status, you should keep it in your permanent records.
If you have any questions, please contact the person whose name and
telephone number are shown in the heading of this letter.
Sincerely yours,

District Director
Enclosure (s):
Form 872-C

' Letter 1045 (DO/CG)

2032882

444,

SECRETARY OF STATE

I, BELL JONES, Secretary of State of the State of California,
hereby certify:
That the annexed transcript has been compared with
the corporate record on file in this office, of which it
purports to be a copy, and that same is full, true and
correct.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I execute
this certificate and affix the Great
Seal of the State of California this

1401'Pc,2.

.

Secretary of State

SEC/STATE FORM CE-107 (REV. 11/96)

96 34095

ENDORSED
FILED

20328 82

In the office of the Secretary of State
of the State of California

AUG i 4 1997i
M. YPF:3; .`k ,fp, ry at State

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF
River City Community Services
A CALIFORNIA PUBLIC BENEFIT CORPORATION
ONE:. The name of this corporation is River City Community Services.
TWO: This corporation is a nonprofit public benefit corporation and is not organized for the private
gain of any person. It is organized under the Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law for charitable
purposes. The specific purposes for which this corporation is organized are to assist needy persons in
achieving self-sufficiency and in acquiring the basic necessities for human existence.
•
THREE: The name and address in the State of California of this corporation's initial agent for service
of process is Donald . G. Brown, 2620 Capitol ,Avenue, Sacramento CA 95816.
FOUR: (a) This corporation is organized and operated exclusively for religious and charitable
purposes within the meaning of Section 501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
(b)Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the corporation shall not carry on
any other activities not permitted to be carried on (1) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under
Section 501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code or (2) by a corporation contributions to which are deductible
under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code.
(c) No substantial part of the activities of this corporation shall consist of carrying on
propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate or
intervene in any political campaign (including the publishing or distribution of statements) on behalf of, or in
opposition to, any candidate for public office.
FIVE: The names and addresses of the persons appointed to act as the initial Directors of this corporation are:
Name
Donald G. Brown
Donna W. Chipps
Victoria Hollingshead
Sharon Snyder
Lorraine Thorvald

Address
2620 Capitol Avenue, Sacramento CA 95816
3311 East Curtis Drive, Sacramento CA 95818
6033 Holstein Way, Sacramento CA 95822
1110 Los Molinos Way, Sacramento Ca 95864
P.O. Box 233, Wilton, CA 95693

SIX: The property of this corporation is irrevocably dedicated to charitable purposes and no part of
the net income or assets of the organization shall ever inure to the benefit of any director, officer or member
thereof or to the benefit of any private person.
On the dissolution or winding up of the corporation, its assets remaining after payment of, or
provision for payment of, all debts and liabilities of this corporation, shall, be distributed to a nonprofit fund,
foundation, or corporation which is organized and operated exclusively for charitable purposes and -which has
established its tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
Date: July ig 197
"1"--

Donald G. Bro , Director

Donna W. Chipps, Director

Akehir

eactizect
Vi ria Hollingshe Director
e5}-1

Arr-K-

Sharon Snyder, Director

Lorraine Thorvald, Director

We, the above-mentioned initial directors of this corporation, hereby declare that we are the persons
xecu e
e regoing Articles of Incorporation, which execution is our act and deed.

.Donald G.

, Director

Donna W. Chipps, Director
• 7'

Victoria Hollingshead, Director

G-5-ka72o),)
Sharon Snyder, Director

Lorraine Thorvald, Director

River City Community Services
... feeding hungry families and individuals since 1968
• 1322-27th Street, Sacramento, California 95816 •
Fax: 446-2589 0 e-mail: rccsca@qu .

October 16, 2000
City. Manager's Office
City of Sacramento
915 I Street, Room 101
Sacramento, CA 95814
Attn: Kathy Trapp
Dear Ms. Trapp:
I am happy to submit River City Community Services' 2001 Ann Land/Bertha Henschel
Funds application. A member of our organization will be present at the Commission's
meeting on November 15 to respond to questions about our application. We look
forward to a positive evaluation of our proposal.
To comply with the Application instructions regarding agency audits, I have included two
items: a letter from Mrs. Alfred L. Alley and a copy of our 1998 audit from the firm of
Chang andNg. RCCS did nbt contract for a professional audit in 2000 in an effort to avoid the $1,200 cost of the 1998 audit. Instead, the Board of Directors sought help from
the Office of the Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Northern California. That Office
maintains a standing Audit Committee that was created to train lay people in financial
management and audit principals so that they could help small churches and parishes that
cannot afford professional audits.- We received the services of a veteran of that
Committee, and I have included her letter for your consideration.
I have also submitted a copy of he 1998 Chang & Ng audit I hope these two items will
" fulfill your financial information requirement. I would be happy to respond to any
questions about either document.
I would also like to update the Commission about a development that occurred after our
site visit. In August we received a $7,000 grant from the National Episcopal Church.
•The grant will be used to completely computerize RCCS' client interview process and
will also allow us to create a data-base about our clients. As a result of Fred Teichert's
interest in this project, we are now receiving technical support from the Information
Technology Division of the A. Teichert and Son company. We are also negotiating with
A. Teichert and Son to receive a donation of computer equipment and software in support
of this effort. We are extremely excited about the grant and the generous assistance from
this local company.

Kathy Trapp Letter—Page Two
I want to offer my thanks to the Commissioners and their staff for the work they do to
evaluate each year's funding proposals. We are extremely grateful for all of the previous
support we have received from the Commission. •
Si

ely,

ltizer
Ex tive Director

Mrs. Alfred L. Alley
5224 Ridge Vista Court
Fair Oaks, CA 95628

September 26, 2000

TO: The Very Rev. Donald G. Brown, President of the Board
Ms. Lynn Altizer, EXecutiire Director
River City Community .Services
1322 27th Street •
Sacramento, CA 95816
On Friday, September 22, 2000, I visited the
office of the River City Community Services in Sacramento,
and I examined their financial records for 1999. I found
all to be in order.
The guidelines I used were those of the Audit
Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California.
I have been a member of that committee since its inception
over 15 years ago.
During 1999, the books were maintained by Donna
Chipps as Treasurer. She used a great majority . of the good bookkeeping practises recommended by Ate Audit
Committee guidelines.
The organization's board held monthly meetings.
Minutes of the meetings were duly kept. Any deposits were
well documented. Checks drawn, other than salary checks,
were backed up by invoices or receipts._ Seldom was cash
• handled or kept on hand. If that was necessary, great
care was taken with it.
•

The previous audit recommended that cheeks
drawn up to $ 1,000.00 require only one signature.
However, any checks over that amount should have two
signatures.
From the computer printouts and the paper work
on band, I found things to be in order.
I appreciated Donna having the needed records
available for me. Also, I appreciated both Lynn and Donna
answering my questions. Harry Hills from the board also
looked in. Good luck on the Christmas Tree lots

,
tti.;;aniK.{eSincerely

Copy sent to the
Ex. Director

Alley

9/26/2000

&Act/6' 4eL f)
TWO NOTES SEPARATE FROM AUDIT LETTER:
1) Remind the checksigners which
checks require 2 signatures.
2) Whenever possible try to have
funds transferred into the
checking account in an orderly
manner to avoid'bank charges.

FINANCIAL
INFORMATION

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND
REPORT OF INDEPENDENT
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
RIVER CITY COMMUNITY SERVICES
DECEMBER 31, 1998
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Report of Independent Certified Public Accountants

Board of Directors
River City Community Services
We have audited the accompanying statement of financial position of River City Community
Services (RCCS) as of December 31, 1998, and the related statements of activities, functional
expenses and cash flows for the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility
of RCCS' management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements
based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether
the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit
provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of River City Community Services as of December 31, 1998, and the
changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the year then ended in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles.

Sacramento, California
. April 8, 1999
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River City Community Services
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
December 31, 1998

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS Cash
Prepaid expenses

$45,393
23
45,416

Total current assets
Total assets

.

$45,416

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT.LIABILI1thS
Accounts payable
Accrued expenses

$2,860
364
3,224

Total current liabilities
NET ASSETS
Unrestricted

42,192

Total liabilities and net assets

$45,416

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.
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River City Community Services
_STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
Year ended December 31, 1998
Unrestricted

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Grants
Contributions
In-kind contributions
Special events
Interest

$17,800
92,295
18,168.
21,676
669
150,608

Total support and revenue
EXPENSES
Program services:
Food Closet Program
Voucher Program

77,748
8,984
86,732

Total program services
Supporting services:
Administrative expenses
Fundraising expenses

13,611
8,073

Total supporting services

21,684

Total expenses

108,416

42,192

Change in net assets
Net assets at beginning of year
Net assets at end of year

$42,192

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.
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River City Community Services
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
Year ended December 31, 1998

PROGRAM SERVICES
Food Closet
Voucher
Program .
Program
Salaries
Benefits
Payroll taxes
Total salaries and related expenses
Supplies
Telephone •
Occupancy
Equipment maintenance
Printing
Food
Food transport
Fundraising costs
Insurance
Insurance-workers' compensation
Miscellaneous
Moving
Rental assistance
Utilities
Total expenses

SUPPORTING SERVICES
Administrative Fundraising
Expenses
Expenses

Total

$25,414
2,567
2,225

$1,338
135
117

$6,688
676
586

$33,440
3,378
2,928

30,206

1,590

7,950

39,746

1,692
1,433
13,807
605
57
26,036
1,239

35
76
727
32

177
377
3,634
159

1,759
179

_ 93
10

463
47
90
520

735

6,382
39

194

1,904
1,886
18,168
796
57
26,036
1,239
8,073
2,315
236
90
520 •
6,382
968

$77,748

$8,984

$13,611

-

.

$8,073

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.
4

•

$8,073

$108,416

River City Community Services
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
Year ended December 31, 1998

Cash flows from operating activities
Change in net assets
- Changes in assets and liabilities:
(Increase) in prepaid expenses
Increase in accounts payable
Increase in accrued expenses

$42,192
(23)
2,860
364

Net cash provided by operating activities
Net increase in cash

45,393

45,393

Cash at beginning of year
Cash at end of year

$45,393

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement.
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River City Community Services
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
December 31, 1998
•
NOTE A - ORGANIZATION
River City Community Services (RCCS) began in 1968 as St. Paul's Food Closet, one of the
programs of Episcopal Community Services (ECS), a nonprofit corporation. ItCCS was
organized under the laws of the State of California in August 1997 as a nonprofit corporation and
became independent of ECS on January 1, 1998. RCCS assists needy individuals and families
in achieving self-sufficiency and in acquiring the basic necessities for human existence, serving
people throughout the Sacramento County.
RCCS is supported primarily by contributions. During 1998, substantial support is provided by
ECS in the form of direct funds, amounting to $32,654.
RCCS' programs are as follows:
1.

Food Closet Program
This program provides clients with emergency food and supplies throughout the year based
on the clients' needs and circumstances. During the holidays, clients are provided with
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets..
Voucher Program
This program offers assistance to those who are in need of emergency shelter. Shelter
vouchers are used for short-term motel housing or partial rent payments to prevent eviction.

NOTE B - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
The accounting policies of RCCS conform to. generally_ accepted accounting principles as
applicable to nonprofit organizations.
A summary of significant accounting policies applied in the preparation of the accompanying
financial statements is as follows:
1.

Accounting Method
•The financial statements of RCCS are prepared using the accrual basis of accounting.
Revenues and expenses are recognized when earned and incurred, respectively.
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River City Community Services
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued
December 31, 1998
NOTE B - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued
2.

Estimates
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting
principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain
reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those
estimates.

3.

Cash Equivalents
For the purposes of the statement of cash flows, RCCS considers all highly liquid cash
instruments with an initial maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents.

4.

Unconditional Promises to Give
Contributions are reCognized when the donor makes a promise to• give to RCCS that is, in
substance, unconditional. Contributions that are restricted by the donor are reported as
increases in unrestricted net assets if the restrictions expire in the fiscal year in which the
contributions are recognized. All other donor-restricted contributions are reported as
increases in temporarily or permanently restricted net assets, depending on the nature of
the restrictions. When a restriction expires (that is, when a stipulated time restriction ends
or purpose restriction is accomplished), temporarily restricted net assets are reclassified to
unrestricted net assets and reported in the statement of activities as net assets released from
restrictions. No amounts are temporarily or permanently restricted at December 31, 1998.

5.

Donated Services, Facilities, and Supplies
Certain individuals have contributed significant amounts of time to the programs of RCCS
without compensation. The value of these contributions is not reflected in these financial
statements because, although clearly substantial, they are not susceptible to objective
measurement.
For part of 1998, RCCS occupied two rooms of a church. Later, it moved to a different
building. Both facilities are provided at no cost to RCCS. The fair market value of the
facilities in the amount of $18,168 is reflected as in-kind donations and occupancy expense
on the accompanying financial statements.
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River City Community Services
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - Continued
December 31, 1998
NOTE B - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES - Continued
5.

Donated Services, Facilities, and Supplies - Continued

Although RCCS relies substantially on food donated by the general public, no amounts for
food and household/personal commodities are recorded in the accompanying financial
statements because these materials pass through RCCS to its charitable beneficiaries. The
fair market value of food donated by the general public during the year ended December
31, 1998, is $44,516.
6.

InCome Taxes

RCCS is exempt from federal and state income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code and Section 23701f of the California Revenue and Taxation Code,
respectively. During an advance ruling period, RCCS is treated as a publicly supported
organization, not as a private foundation.
7.

Expense Allocation

The costs of providing RCCS' programs and general and administrative services have been
summarized on a functional basis in the statement of activities and statement of functional
expenses. Accordingly, certain costs have been allocated among the programs and general
and administrative services.

NOTE C - COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES
RCCS has received state and federal funds for specific purposes that are subject to review and
audit by the grantor agencies. Funding agencies may, at their discretion, request reimbursement
for expenses or return of funds, or both, if RCCS is found to be out of compliance with the terms
of its grants. Although that is a possibility, RCCS believes that it has complied with the
conditions of its agreements and no significant liabilities will result from an audit.

