RESOLUTION NO. 2005-654
Adopted by the City of Sacramento
September 6, 2005
PROCLAIMING EXISTENCE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY FOR
RECEIPT AND CARE OF VICTIMS OF HURRICANE KATRINA AND FINDING THE
MATTER APPROPRIATE FOR CONSIDERATION UNDER THE BROWN ACT
PURSUANT TO SECTION 54954.2(b)(2)
BACKGROUND
1.

Sacramento City Code Chapter 2.116 empowers the City Council of the City of
Sacramento, California, to proclaim the existence of a local emergency when the
City is affected or likely to be affected by a public calamity;

2.

The damage and devastation of Hurricane Katrina to the Gulf coast states,
including the breach of levees and extensive flooding in New Orleans, has
resulted in the evacuation of hundreds of thousands of individuals, and a
declaration of a federal emergency within the areas affected by Hurricane
Katrina;

3.

Due to the logistics and demands associated with providing shelter, food,
medical care and other services to those evacuated due to Hurricane Katrina,
other jurisdictions, including California have been requested to lend assistance
and accommodate large numbers of evacuees for an extended period of time.

4.

The City of Sacramento was advised on Labor Day, September 5, 2005, by the
Governor of the State of California and the Office of Emergency Services that the
ten largest cities in California, as well as some counties, are being requested to
provide assistance to Hurricane Katrina evacuees, and that the evacuees will
arrive in Sacramento beginning not later than Thursday, September 8, 2005.

5.

The City Council finds that, due to the immediate and significant demands
created by the large, impending influx of evacuees, the City's available
resources, in terms of personnel, equipment and facilities necessary to handle
such an influx, are not sufficient and it is necessary and appropriate to seek the
assistance of the State of California and other local jurisdictions through the
declaration of "local emergency" and a request of the Governor to declare a state
of emergency.
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BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.

The facts set forth in the Background are true and correct.

Section 2.

The Council finds that the matter qualifies for consideration under the
Brown Act at the September 6, 2005 meeting, pursuant to Section
54954.2(b)(2), since the matter came to the attention of the City after the
posting of the regular agenda and requires the immediate action of the
Council.

Section 3.

The council finds and proclaims that a local emergency now exists
throughout the City of Sacramento. The needs and demands of the
impending, large influx of Hurricane victims, including temporary and
potentially long-term housing, distribution of medicine, medical supplies,
food, and other supplies and services, exceed the local City resources
currently available; and attempting to meet these demands without the
assistance of the State and other jurisdictions, while at the same time
continuing to provide the necessary services to the City's current
residents, would imperil the safety of persons and property within the City.

Section 4.

The City Manager or his designee shall forward a copy of this Resolution
to the Governor of California, with the request that the Governor proclaim
a State of Emergency in the City of Sacramento.

Section 5.

The City Manager or his designee shall also forward a copy of this
Resolution to the State Director of Emergency Services with a request that
it be found acceptable in accordance with the provisions of the Natural
Disaster Assistance Act.

Section 6.

Julius "Joe" Cherry, City of Sacramento Fire Chief, is hereby designated
as authorized City representative for public and individual assistance, for
receipt and possession and coordination of all inquiries and requirements
necessary to obtain available State and Federal assistance.

Section 7.

During the local emergency, the powers, functions and duties of the
emergency organization of the City of Sacramento shall be those
prescribed by State law, by Sacramento City Charter, ordinances and
resolutions of the City of Sacramento and by the City of Sacramento's
approved Emergency Plan.

Adopted by the City of Sacramento City Council on September 6, 2005 by the following
vote:
Ayes:

Councilmembers Cohn, Fong, Hammond, McCarty, Pannell, Sheedy,
Waters and Mayor Fargo.
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Noes:

None

Abstain:

None

Absent:

Councilmember Tretheway

Shirley Conc6lino, City Clerk
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