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July 27, 2000
City Council
Sacramento, California

Honorable Members In Session:

SUBJECT:

An interim ordinance restricting demolition or relocation of potentially historic
buildings in the Central City constructed prior to January 1, 1950 (M00-045)

LOCATION: Central City Community Plan Area ( Districts 1, 3 and 4)
RECOMMENDATION:
Planning staff recommends that the City Council approve the attached interim ordinance which
will restrict the demolition and relocation of potentially historic buildings. The ordinance will
apply to all buildings and structures located within the Central City and constructed prior to
January 1, 1950.
CONTACT PERSON:

Art Gee, Assistant Planning Director 264-5945
Vincent Marsh, Preservation Director 264-8259

FOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF:

August 3, 2000 (afternoon)

SUMMARY:
The City of Sacramento's current Official Register listing historic structures is the result of an
inventory adopted by the City Council in 1985. Since that time, preservation volunteers have
worked on a "study list" of structures in an attempt to update the Official Register; however,-an
official survey has not been conducted, reviewed and approved by the Design
Review/Preservation Board (DRPB) and City Council. Since 1995, structures on the study list
prepared by volunteers have been demolished for various reasons.
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The City Council, at their July 18, 2000 meeting directed staff to prepare an emergency
ordinance to address the demolition of potentially historic structures. Also, pursuant to the City
Council meeting, discussions and meetings between the various City departments and officials
that play a role in historic preservation have been held to develop improved coordination.
Staff has prepared the attached ordinance to address the Council's concerns and
recommends adoption of the emergency ordinance for 180 days.

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION ACTION:
None. This is an emergency ordinance brought directly to the Council at its request.

BACKGROUND:
Proposed Ordinance
Preservation surveys conducted by the City of Sacramento have covered the original 1849 city
boundaries, the Central City Community Plan Area. With a few exceptions, properties listed
on the City's Official Register are found in the Central City area. Generally, to be eligible for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register or the City's
Official Register, a building or structure must be 50 years old. The purpose of the emergency
ordinance is to address the demolition of potentially historic structures which have not been
reviewed by the City as part of an official City survey. The proposed ordinance, therefore,
covers residential and non-residential buildings and structures located in the Central City and
constructed before January 1, 1950, which are not currently listed on the Official Register or
located in a Preservation area.
Under the proposed ordinance, any application for a building move or demolition permit for a
building or structure in the Central City meeting the above criteria is referred to the
Preservation Director and DRPB for consideration of nomination to the Official Register. The
Preservation Director reviews the application, sets the application for hearing before the DRPB
and makes a recommendation to the Board as to whether or not the Board should initiate the
process to place the building on the Official Register as an essential or priority structure.
Following the public hearing, the Board either proposes the building for placement on the
Official Register, or finds that the building is not worthy of being considered for placement. If
the Board finds that the structure in not worthy of consideration for placement on the Official
Register, then the demolition or relocation permit may be issued, provided all other applicable
requirements are satisfied. The decision of the Board to nominate a building for placement on
the Official Register is subject to. appeal by the owner or applicant; the decision of the Board
that a building or structure is not worthy of consideration for placement on the Official Register
is not subject to appeal.
After the final determination has been made by the DRPB or City Council, and the decision is
to consider the building for listing on the Official Register, the Preservation Director
commences the nomination process. During this process, the building is treated as if it were a
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-listed structure and the demolition or relocation regulations that pertain to listed structures
apply also to this structure. In the case of demolition, the DRPB has the ability to suspend the
demolition of the building for 180 days and the City Council can extend the original suspension
period for another 180 days.
The emergency ordinance is proposed to be effective for a 180 day (six month) period. During
this time Preservation staff will bring forward a new Preservation ordinance for adoption by the
City Council. The ordinance will include revised demolition procedures for Council
consideration. Preservation staff will also attempt to bring an updated survey of historic
structures in the Central City to the City Council for adoption and inclusion in the Official
Register during this time period.
Inter-department Coordination
Among various City departments, divisions, and responsibilities, the City has proposed some
administrative procedures to ensure that the City's historic preservation policies and programs
are carried out consistently with the City's enforcement procedures and building permit
actions. In April 2000, the City adopted a Preservation Element to the General Plan which
identified overall City policies and programs for historic preservation. The following policies
and program specifically address demolition and coordination among the various City
departments and divisions:
Policy 8.8

The City shall regard demolition of historic resources as a last resort, to be
permitted only after the City determines that the resource retains no reasonable
economic use, that demolition is necessary to protect health, safety, and welfare,
or that demolition is necessary to proceed with a new project where the benefits
of the new project outweigh the loss of the historic resource. (Sec. 10-51)

Policy A. 8

The City shall implement its preservation goals, policies, and standards through
its various .departments and functions. To this end, the City shall review and
monitor code enforcement procedures and activities to be certain they reinforce
preservation goals. (Sec. 10-49)

Program
10.A

The City shall review its code enforcement procedures and housing and
dangerous building programs and procedures for consistency with the
Preservation Element and Ordinance. (Sec. 10-50)

In response, the Office of Preservation, Housing and Dangerous Buildings Division, and
Building Division recognize the need to improve coordination, communication, and consistency
in carrying out adopted City policies. The Preservation Director, Housing and Dangerous
Buildings Manager, and Building Official have agreed to the following procedures, and
communicate the following directives to their staffs:
1.

The Preservation Director will meet with and provide Housing and Dangerous
Buildings and Building Division staff with information on the City's adopted Preservation
Element of the General Plan and City's historic preservation program.
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2.

The Preservation Director will provide Housing and Dangerous Building Division and
Building Division with a listing of structures currently on the City's Official Register and
structures that have been proposed for consideration for inclusion on the City's Official
Register.

3.

The Preservation Director will prepare an information sheet identifying regulations,
procedures, and programs regarding historic properties to be attached with all
"Courtesy Letters" and "Orders" of corrective action issued from the Housing and
Dangerous Buildings Division to property owners within the Central City.

4.

. The Housing and Dangerous Buildings Division will forward all "Courtesy Letters"
and "Orders" issued within the Central City to the Preservation Director.

5.

The Housing and Dangerous Buildings Division will provide the Preservation
Director with all other correspondence on properties identified on the lists provided by
the Preservation Director.

6.

The Building Division will attach the information sheet on City preservation regulations
and programs to applications for demolition and relocation within the Central City

7.

The Building Division will forward all applications for demolition or relocation within the
Central City to Preservation Director

8.

As new areas outside the Central City are included in historic survey efforts, the
Preservation Director will forward this information to the Housing and Dangerous
Buildings Manager and Building Official to expand the communication and referral
procedures to these new areas.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:
This project will not have a significant effect on the environment and is exempt from
environmental review pursuant to State EIR Guidelines (California Environmental Quality Act,
Section 1501(b)(3)).
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:
None
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:
The proposed interim ordinance and inter-department coordination strategy is consistent with
the Preservation Element of the City's General Plan and its' stated policies listed above.
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ESBD EFFORTS:
None
Respectfully submitted,

Ct, - L 9-"

GARY,L.. STONEHOUSE
Planning Director

FOR CITY' COUNCIL INFORMATION:
ROBERT P. THOMAS
CITY MANAGER
Attachment:

Proposed interim ordinance restricting demolition or relocation of
potentially historic buildings located in the Central City area and
constructed prior to January 1, 1950.
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AN INTERIM ORDINAN E REQUIRING THAT APPLICATIONS FOR
PERMITS TO DEMOLISH R RELOC^ATE BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES
TRAL C`ITY AND CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO
LOCATED WITHIN THE C
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1
BE IT ENACTED BY THE G(OUNCIL OF THE 6LTY OF SACRAMENTO
Section 1
Notwithstanding ny conflicting provisions of th City Code, if a permit is sought to /
A.
building or structure located ithin the Central City that was
demolish or relocate
originally constructed rior to January 1, 1950, and tha is not currently on the Official
of Chapter 15.124
Register of the City a d therefore not currently subject to th provisions
of Title 15 of the Ci Code, the permit application shall b referred to the Preservation
o the Design Review and
Director. The Pre ervation Director shall thereafter submit
e of whether the building
Preservation Boar (hereinafter "DRPB" or "the Board") the is
Register pursuant to
or structure sho d be nominated for placement on the Off al
Paragraph B bel w.
Upon re eipt of a referral of an application for a permit to d molish or relocate a
B
building or str cture located within the Central City that was originally onstructed prior to
of the City, the
January 1, ... 950 and that is not currently , on the Official Registe
tion for hearing
Preservatio Director shall review the application and notice the appli
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before the DRPB to allow the DRPB to determine whether the building or structure should
be proposed for designation as an essential or priority structure on the Official Register
maintained pursuant to Chapter 15.124 of Title 15 of the City Code. The Preservation
Director shall make a recommendation to the DRPB on whether the Board should initiate
amendment of the Official Register to add the building or structure as an essential or
priority structure.
The Preservation Director shall notice the matter for hearing before the DRPB for
C.
a date not more than thirty (30) days from the date of filing of an application for a permit
to demolish or relocate the building or structure. Not less than ten days prior to the
hearing, notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the Preservation Director to the owner(s)
of the building or structure to be considered for potential designation at the hearing and the
applicant(s) for the permit to demolish or relocate. The notice shall provide the date and
time of the hearing, and shall provide the owner with a general description of the
nomination and designation process.
Following the hearing on whether to propose for designation on the City's Official
D.
Register the building or structure for which demolition or relocation is sought, the DRPB
shall either: i) propose that the building or structure be proposed for designation on the
City's Official Register, pursuant to Article IV of Chapter 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.170 et seq.)
of Title 15 of the City Code; or ii) find that the building or structure is not worthy of being
considered for designation on the City's Official Register, in which case the restrictions on
issuance of permits found in Paragraph F below shall not apply. The Board shall propose
the building or structure for designation on the City's Official Register if it finds that there
is a reasonable likelihood that the building or structure will be placed on the Official
Register as an essential or priority structure following completion of the formal notice and
hearing requirements of Article IV of Chapter 15.124.
A determination by the DRPB that the building or structure should be considered for
E.
designation on the City's Official Register shall be subject to appeal by the owner to the
City Council. The procedures for appeals set forth in Article_ VII of Chapter 15.124 (Secs.
15.124.450 et seq) of Title 15 of the City Code shall govern appeals under this subsection.
A determination by the DRPB that the building or structure should not be considered for
designation on the City's Official Register shall not be subject to appeal.
No permit for demolition or relocation shall issue pending a decision by the DRPB,
F.
or the City Council upon appeal, whether a building or structure should be considered for
designation on the City's Official Register. Upon a final determination underthis Ordinance
that a building or structure should be considered for designation on the City's Official
Register, the Preservation Director shall thereafter commence processing an amendment
to the Official Register pursuant to Article IV of Chapter 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.170 et seq.)
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or priority
of Title 15 of the City Code to add the building or structure as an essential
of Title
structure. During the nomination process, the provisions of Section 15.124.180B
seq.),
which
restrict
the
issuance
of
15 and Article VI of Title 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.330 et
certain types of permits or entitlements, including but not limited to permits necessary to
undertake demolition, relocation and exterior alterations, shall apply.
G.

Definitions
Central City: "Central City" means the Central City as that term is defined in Section
17.16.010 of title 17 (the Zoning Code) of the City Code
Date of construction: For purposes of this ordinance, a building or structure for
which a building permit issued and construction commenced prior to January 1,
1950 shall be considered to have been originally constructed prior to January 1,
1950, regardless of when the construction was completed, and regardless of
whether the building or structure was thereafter expanded, modified or otherwise
altered.

Section 2
The provisions of Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be valid and effective for a
period of one hundred and eighty (180) days from the effective date of this ordinance,
subject to extension by the City Council upon its determination that an extension is
necessary. It is anticipated that during this time period, the provisions of the City Code
concerning historic preservation of buildings and structures within the City will be amended
and updated, but in the interim it is necessary to enact the provisions of this interim
ordinance to protect buildings and structures of potential historical value.
Section 3
This ordinance is declared to be an emergency ordinance, to become effective
immediately upon its adoption by the City Council pursuant to Sacramento City Charter
Section 32(g)(2). The facts constituting the emergency are as follows: the City is currently
processing amendments to Chapter 15.124 of Title 15 of the City Code, the provisions of
the City Code concerning preservation of historic buildings and structures within the City.
Under the current provisions of the City Code, buildings and structures which may be of
historic value but which are not currently on the City's official Register may be demolished
or relocated-without any discretionary review. Recently, one or more buildings of potential
historic significance were demolished. To avoid the unnecessary and irreparable demolition
or relocation of buildings or structures that are potentially of historical significance, it is
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necessary and appropriate that this ordinance take effect immediately so that no buildings
or structures of potential historical significance are demolished or relocated during the
thirty-day period that would otherwise elapse before this Ordinance would take effect.
DATE PASSED FOR PUBLICATION:
DATE ENACTED:
DATE EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR
ATTEST:

CITY CLERK
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PLANNING AND BUILDING
DEPARTMENT

1231 1 STREET
ROOM 300
SACRAMENTO, CA
95814-2998

CITY OF SACRAMENTO
CALIFORNIA

PLANNING DIVISION
916-264-5381 OFFICE
916-264-5328 FAX

July 20, 2000
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Virginia Henry, Assistant City Clerk

FROM:

Havfea Pedersen, Typist Clerk II

,le^

^^.

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO SCHEDULE HEARING - AFTERNOON (ROUTINE)
Emergency Ordinance providing interim review for demolition and relocation
permits for structures of potential historical significance. ^-'
---..-Project Planner: Art Gee, 264-5945
Vincent Marsh, 264-8259
Staff requests that this item be scheduled for the August 3, 2000 session of the City Council
afternoon agenda.

-[Y'5 dou v1of
{^^( {'lU^l ^l^3^ •
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ORDINANCE NO . 2000`05/
ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF

AN INTERIM ORDINANCE REQUIRING THAT APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS
TO DEMOLISH OR RELOCATE BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES LOCATED
WITHIN THE CENTRAL CITY AND CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO JANUARY 1,
1950 BE REVIEWED BY THE DESIGN REVIEW AND PRESERVATION BOARD
TO CONSIDER NOMINATING SUCH BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES FOR
PLACEMENT ON THE CITY'S OFFICIAL REGISTER AS ESSENTIAL OR
PRIORITY STRUCTURES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 15.124 OF TITLE 15 OF
THE CITY CODE, AND RESTRICTING DEMOLITION OR RELOCATION
PENDING THE DECISION ON WHETHER TO NOMINATE THE BUILDING OR
STRUCTURE FOR PLACEMENT ON THE REGISTER, AND DECLARING THE
ORDINANCE TO BE AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO TAKE EFFECT
IMMEDIATELY

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO:
SECTION 1.
Notwithstanding any conflicting provisions of the City Code, if a permit is sought to
A.
demolish or relocate a building or structure located within the Central City that was
originally constructed prior to January 1, 1950, and that is not currently on the Official
Register of the City and therefore not currently subject to the provisions of Chapter 15.124
of Title 15 of the City Code, the permit application shall be referred to the Preservation
Director. The Preservation Director shall thereafter submit to the Design Review and
Preservation Board (hereinafter "DRPB" or "the Board") the issue of whether the building
or structure should be nominated for placement on the Official Register pursuant to
Paragraph B below.
Exception: Buildings and Structures within the Richards Boulevard Special
Planning District: The requirements of Paragraph A above and the other provisions
of this Ordinance shall apply only to applications to demolish or relocate buildings
or structures within the Richards Boulevard Special Planning District which are
identified in the "Richards Boulevard Area Architectural and Historical Property
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Survey" (hereinafter "Survey"), dated January 1999 and prepared for the City by
Historic Environment Consultants, as either potential essential structures, priority
structures, or contributing structures within the potential North 16 1h Street
Preservation Area. Applications to demolish or relocate buildings or structures
which are not so identified in the Survey shall not be subject to the requirements of
this Ordinance.
Subject to the exception to Paragraph A above, upon receipt of a referral of an
B.
application for a permit to demolish or relocate a building or structure located within the
Central City that was originally constructed prior to January 1, 1950 and that is not
currently on the Official Register of the City, the Preservation Director shall review the
application and notice the application for hearing before the DRPB to allow the DRPB to
determine whether the building or structure should be proposed for designation as an
essential or priority structure on the Official Register maintained pursuant to Chapter
15.124 of Title 15 of the City Code. The Preservation Director shall make a
recommendation to the DRPB on whether the Board should initiate amendment of the
Official Register to add the building or structure as an essential or priority structure.
The Preservation Director shall notice the matter for hearing before the DRPB for
C.
a date not more than thirty (30) days from the date of filing of an application for a permit
to demolish or relocate the building or structure. Not less than ten days prior to the
hearing, notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the Preservation Director to the owner(s)
of the building or structure to be considered for potential designation at the hearing and the
applicant(s) for the permit to demolish or relocate. The notice shall provide the date and
time of the hearing, and shall provide the owner with a general description of the
nomination and designation process.
Following the hearing on whether to propose for designation on the City's Official
D.
Register the building or structure for which demolition or relocation is sought, and not later
than forty-five (45) days following the date of the filing of the application for the permit to
demolish or relocate a building or structure, the DRPB shall either: i) propose that the
building or structure be proposed for designation on the City's Official Register, pursuant
to Article IV of Chapter 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.170 et seq.) of Title 15 of the City Code; or
ii) find that the building or structure is not worthy of being considered for designation on the
City's Official Register, in which case the restrictions on issuance of permits found in
Paragraph F below shall not apply. Failure of the Board to issue a decision within the fortyfive (45) day period specified above shall constitute, and be treated as, a determination
that the building or structure is not worth of being considered for designation on the City's
Official Register. The Board shall propose the building or structure for designation on the
City's Official Register if it finds that there is a reasonable likelihood that the building or
structure will be placed on the Official Register as an essential or priority structure following
completion of the formal notice and hearing requirements of Article IV of Chapter 15.124.
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A determination by the DRPB that the building or structure should be considered for
E.
designation on the City's Official Register shall be subject to appeal by the owner to the
City Council. The procedures for appeals set forth in Article VII of Chapter 15.124 (Secs.
15.124.450 et seq) of Title 15 of the City Code shall govern appeals under this subsection.
A determination by the DRPB that the building or structure should not be considered for
designation on the City's Official Register shall not be subject to appeal.
No permit for demolition or relocation shall issue pending a decision by the DRPB,
F.
or the City Council upon appeal, whether a building or structure should be considered for
designation on the City's Official Register. Upon a final determination underthis Ordinance
that a building or structure should be considered for designation on the City's Official
Register, the Preservation Director shall thereafter commence processing an amendment
to the Official Register pursuant to Article IV of Chapter 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.170 et seq.)
of Title 15 of the City Code to add the building or structure as an essential or priority
structure. During the nomination process, the provisions of Section 15.124.180B of Title
15 and Article VI of Title 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.330 et seq.), which restrict the issuance of
certain types of permits or entitlements, including but not limited to permits necessary to
undertake demolition, relocation and exterior alterations, shall apply.
G.

Definitions
Central City: "Central City" means the Central City as that term is defined in Section
17.16.010 of Title 17 (the Zoning Code) of the City Code
Date of construction: For purposes of this ordinance, a building or structure for
which a building permit issued and construction commenced prior to January 1,
1950 shall be considered to have been originally constructed prior to January 1,
1950, regardless of when the construction was completed, and regardless of
whether the building or structure was thereafter expanded, modified or otherwise
altered.
Richards Boulevard Special Planning District: "Richards Boulevard Special Planning
District" means the area within the Central City known and referred to as the
Richards Boulevard Special Planning District, as more particularly described in
Section 17.120.070 of Title 17 (the Zoning Code) of the City Code.

Section 2
The provisions of Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be valid and effective for a
period of one hundred and eighty (180) days from the effective date of this ordinance,
subject to extension by the City Council upon its determination that an extension is
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necessary. It is anticipated that during this time period, the provisions of the City Code
concerning historic preservation of buildings and structures within the City will be amended
and updated, but in the interim it is necessary to enact the provisions of this interim
ordinance to protect buildings and structures of potential historical value.
Section 3
This ordinance is declared to be an emergency ordinance, to become effective
immediately upon its adoption by the City Council pursuant to Sacramento City Charter
Section 32(g)(2). The facts constituting the emergency are as follows: the City is currently
processing amendments to Chapter 15.124 of Title 15 of the City Code, the provisions of
the City Code concerning preservation of historic buildings and structures within the City.
Under the current provisions of the City Code, buildings and structures which may be of
historic value but which are not currently on the City's official Register may be demolished
or relocated without any discretionary review. Recently, one or more buildings of potential
historic significance were demolished. To avoid the unnecessary and irreparable demolition
or relocation of buildings or structures that are potentially of historical significance, it is
necessary and appropriate that this ordinance take effect immediately so that no buildings
or structures of potential historical significance are. demolished or relocated during the
thirty-day period that would otherwise elapse before this Ordinance would take effect.

DATE PASSED FOR PUBLICATION:
DATE ENACTED:
DATE EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR
ATTEST:

CITY CLERK
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CITY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDINANCES
On Aagust^3;82000^ the following
ordinance(s) were adopted as an
emergency measure by the Sacramento
City Council. In accordance with
Sacramento City Charter Section 32, the
title is herein published:
An Ordinance requiring that applications
for permits to demolish or relocate
buildings or structures located with the
Central City and construction prior to
January 1, 1850 be reviewed by the
Design Review and Preservation Board
to consider nominating such buildings or
structures for placement on the City's
Official Register as essential or priority
structures pursuant to Chapter 15.124 of
Title 15 of the City Code, and restricting
demolition or relocation pending the
decision on whether to nominate the
building or structure for placement on the
register, and declaring the Ordinance to
be a emergency to take effect
immediately.
Anyone interested in the full text of the
above ordinance(s) may contact the
Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 915 "1"
Street, Room 304, phone (916) 2645427.
SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

By: VALERIE A. BURROWES, City Clerk
08/ 16/00
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CITY OF SACRAMENTO
ORDINANCES
On August 3, 2000, the following
ordinance(s) were adopted as an
emergency measure by the Sacramento
City Council. In accordance with
Sacramento City Charter Section 32, the
title is herein published:
An Ordinance requiring that applications
for permits to demolish or relocate
buildings or structures located with the
Central City and construction prior to
January 1, 1850 be reviewed by the
Design Review and Preservation Board
to consider nominating such buildings or
structures for placement on the City's
Official Register as essential or priority
structures pursuant to Chapter 15.124 of
Title 15 of the City Code, and restricting
demolition or relocation pending the
decision on whether to nominate the
building or structure for placement on the
register, and declaring the Ordinance to
be a emergency to take effect
immediately.
Anyone interested in the full text of the
above ordinance(s) may contact the
Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 915 "I"
Street, Room 304, phone ( 916) 2645427.
SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL
By: VALERIE A. BURROWES, City Clerk
08/16/00
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On August 3, 2000, the following ordinance(s) were adopted as an emergency measure by the
Sacramento City Council. In accordance with Sacramento City Charter Section 32, the title is herein
published:
An Ordinance requiring that applications for permits to demolish or relocate buildings or structures
located with the Central City and construction prior to January 1, 1850 be reviewed by the Design
Review and Preservation Board to consider nominating such buildings or structures for placement
on the City's Official Register as essential or priority structures pursuant to Chapter 15.124 of Title
15 of the City Code, and restricting demolition or relocation pending the decision on whether to
nominate the building or structure for placement on the register, and declaring the Ordinance to be
a emergency to take effect immediately.
Anyone interested in the full text of the above ordinance(s) may contact the Office of the City Clerk,
City Hall, 915 "I" Street, Room 304, phone (916) 264-5427.
SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

BY: VALERIE A. BURROWES
CITY CLERK
AD NO.: 9117
RUN ONE TIME: 8/16/00
2 PUB PROOFS -

APPROVED

ORDINANCE NO.

AUG 0 3 2000

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNC

OFFICE OF THE
CITY CLERK

ON DATE OF
AN INTERIM ORDINANCE REQUIRING THAT APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS
TO DEMOLISH OR RELOCATE BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES LOCATED
WITHIN THE CENTRAL CITY AND CONSTRUCTED. PRIOR TO JANUARY 1,
1950 BE REVIEWED BY THE DESIGN REVIEW AND PRESERVATION BOARD
TO CONSIDER NOMINATING SUCH BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES FOR
PLACEMENT ON THE CITY'S OFFICIAL REGISTER AS ESSENTIAL OR
PRIORITY STRUCTURES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 15.124 OF TITLE 15 OF
THE CITY CODE, AND RESTRICTING DEMOLITION OR RELOCATION
PENDING THE DECISION ON WHETHER TO NOMINATE THE BUILDING OR
STRUCTURE FOR PLACEMENT ON THE REGISTER, AND DECLARING THE
ORDINANCE TO BE AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO TAKE EFFECT
IMMEDIATELY

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO

Section 1
Notwithstanding any conflicting provisions of the City Code, if a permit is sought to
A.
demolish or relocate a building or structure located within the Central City that was
originally constructed prior to January 1, 1950, and that is not currently on the Official
Register of the City and therefore not currently subject to the provisions of Chapter 15LL 124
of Title 15 of the City Code, the permit application shall be referred to the-Preservation,
Director. The Preservation Director shall -thereafter submit to the Design-Review and
Preservation Board (hereinafter "DRPB" or "the Board") the issue of whether the building
or structure should be nominated for placement on the Official Register pursuant to
Paragraph B below.
Exception: Buildings and Structures within the Richards Boulevard Special
Planning District: The requirements of Paragraph A above and the other
provisions of this Ordinance shall apply only to applications to demolish or
relocate buildings or structures within the Richards Boulevard Special j
Planning District which are identified in the "Richards Boulevard Area/`
Architectural and Historical Property Survey" (hereinafter "Survey"), dated'
January 1999 and prepared for the City by Historic Environment Consultants,
as either potential essential structures, priority structures, or contributing
structures within the potential North 16th Street --Preservation Area.

Applications to demolish or relocate buildings or structures which are not so
identified in the Survey shall not be subject to the requirements of this
Ordinance:
B.
Subject to the exception to Paragraph A above, upon receipt of a referral of an
application for a permit to demolish or relocate a building or structure located within the
Central City that was originally constructed prior to January 1, 1950 and that is not
currently on the Official Register of the City, the Preservation Director shall review the
application and notice the application for hearing before the DRPB to'allow the DRPB to
determine whether the building or structure should be proposed for designation as an
essential or priority structure on the Official Register maintained pursuant to Chapter
15.124 of Title 15 of the City Code.
The Preservation Director shall make a
recommendation to the DRPB on whether the Board should initiate amendment of the
Official Register to add the building or structure as an essential or priority structure.
C.
The Preservation Director shall notice the matter for hearing before the DRPB for
a date not more than thirty (30) days from the date of filing of an application for a permit
to demolish or relocate the building or structure. Not less than ten days prior to the
hearing, notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the Preservation Director to the owner(s)
of the building or structure to be considered for potential designation at the hearing and the
applicant(s) for the permit to demolish or relocate. The notice shall provide the date and
time of the hearing, and shall provide the owner with a general. description of the
nomination and designation process.
D.
Following the hearing on whether to propose for designation on the City's Official
Register the building or structure for which demolition or relocation is sought, and not later
than forty-five (45) days following the date of the filing of the application for the permit to
demolish or relocate a building or structure, the DRPB shall either: i) propose that the
building or structure be proposed for designation on the City's Official Register, pursuant
to Article IV of Chapter 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.170 et seq.) of Title 15 of the City Code; or
ii) find that the building or structure is not worthy of being considered for designation on the
City's Official Register, in which case the restrictions on issuance of permits found in
Paragraph F below shall not apply. Failure of the Board to issue a decision within the
forty-five ( 45) day period specified above shall constitute, and be treated as, a
determination that the building or structure is not worth of being _considered for
designation on the City's Official Register. The Board shall propose the building or
structure for designation on the City's Official Register if it finds that there is a reasonable
likelihood that the building or structure will be placed on the Official Register as an
essential or priority structure following completion of the formal notice and hearing
requirements of Article IV of Chapter 15.124.
E.
A determination by the DRPB that the building or structure should be considered for
designation on the City's Official Register shall be subject to appeal by the owner to the
City Council. The procedures for appeals set forth in Article VII of Chapter 15.124 (Secs.
15.124.450 et seq) of Title 15 of the City Code shall govern appeals under this subsection.

A determination by the DRPB that the building or structure should not be considered for
designation on the City's Official Register shall not be subject to appeal.
F.
No permit for demolition or relocation shall issue pending a decision by the DRPB,
or the City Council upon appeal, whether a building or structure should be considered for
designation on the City's Official Register. Upon a final determination underthis Ordinance
that a building or structure should be considered for designation on the City's Official
Register, the Preservation Director shall thereafter commence processing an amendment
to the Official Register pursuant to Article IV of Chapter 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.170 et seq.)
of Title 15 of the City Code to add the building or structure as an essential or priority
structure. During the nomination process, the provisions of Section 15.124.180B of Title
15 and Article VI of Title 15.124 (Secs. 15.124.330 et seq.), which restrict the issuance of
certain types of permits or entitlements, including but not limited to permits necessary to
undertake demolition, relocation and exterior alterations, shall apply.
G.

Definitions
Central City: "Central City" means the Central City as that term is defined in Section
17.16.010 of Title 17 (the Zoning Code) of the City Code
Date of construction: For purposes of this ordinance, a building or structure for
which a building permit issued and construction commenced prior to January 1,
1950 shall be considered to have been originally constructed prior to January 1,
1950, regardless of when the construction was completed, and regardless of
whether the building or structure was thereafter expanded, modified or otherwise
altered.
Richards Boulevard Special Planning District: "Richards Boulevard Special
Planning District" means the area within the Central City known and referred
to as the Richards Boulevard Special Planning District, as more particularly
described in in Section 17.120.070 of Title 17 (the Zoning Code) of the City^
'Code.

Section 2
The provisions of Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be valid and effective for a
period of one hundred and eighty (180) days from the effective date of this ordinance,
subject to extension by the City Council upon its determination that an extension is
necessary. It is anticipated that during this time period, the provisions of the City Code
concerning historic preservation of buildings and structures within the City will be amended
and updated, but in the interim it is necessary to enact the provisions of this interim
ordinance to protect buildings and structures of potential historical value.
Section 3

This ordinance is declared to be an emergency ordinance, to become effective
immediately upon its adoption by the City Council pursuant to Sacramento City Charter
Section 32(g)(2). The facts constituting .the emergency are as follows: the City is currently
processing amendments to Chapter 15.124 of Title 15 of the City Code, the provisions of
the City Code concerning preservation of historic buildings and structures within the City.
Under the current provisions of the City Code, buildings and structures which may be of
historic value but which are not currently on the City's official Register may be demolished
or relocated without any discretionary review. Recently, one or more buildings of potential
historic significance were demolished. To avoid the unnecessary and irreparable demolition
or relocation of buildings or structures that are. potentially of historical significance, it is
necessary and appropriate that this ordinance take effect immediately so that no buildings
or structures of potential historical significance are demolished or relocated during the
thirty-day period that would otherwise elapse before this Ordinance would take effect.
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